Washington CityDec. 20. 1857Mary,I have recd. no letter fromhome the past week but presume Ishall have one in a day or two, & inthe mean time I shall presume allwell.It has been a very busy week withus especially for so early a stage of theSession & before the holidays.Mr & Mrs Douglas & occupying much public attention & remark. His oppositionto the course of the President as to Kansasis quite a topic of political circles. Hehas built a new house here, which is saidto be a very nice one & [the soom is now][ofered for courtasy] & all were invitedto attend Mrs. D's first reception atany time from 11 A.M. to 4 P. M. The
Senatewas in Session all day, although itwas Saturday, So I did not go & cannottell you anything on the matter but I amtold that few but republicans, that isthat few democrats, called.The House of Representatives have gone intotheir new hall, a gorgeous affair, but inmy opinion, inferior to the old hall inarchitectural character & grandeur.I have been this day to hear Dr. Smithin 9th street. He seems exactly the sameas when I first heard him & the house &congregation appear unchanged.It is proposed to adjourn next Thursdayfor about a week & no doubt it may aswell be done for no business is in facedone from Christmas until after newyear & the members from Maryland, Virginia, & even some farther, go home. M whoare from a distance must remain & thislengthens out the Session in the Summer. I donot like it.
I shall be at leisure next week andbe lonesome. I wish you were here for theweather is mild & pleasant & I think youwould enjoy it. It is the condition ofthis house that each family occupies its own rooms almost exclusively & goes & comesin its own way. I called on JudgeMcLain & lady & they together returnedthe call the other evening. I hardlyexpected that.I have no other matter of newsto write you. I am as well as usual.AffectionatelyYour Husband
	
