it is a hard matter for friends to meet; butmountains may be removed with earthquakesand so encounter
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1843Dec24Went in the evening to Plainfield, to the celebrationof the advent of our Savior into the world. Howthankful we ought to be for his appearance amongmankind to save them from sin and bondage andtranslate them into that heaven below where peaceimmortal reigns; he points to the better world: whensickness and sorrow reign, he gives the assuance [assurance], blessedare those that mourn for they shall be comforted.If we look to him we shall be comforted though weare plunged in the depths of sorrow: Though earthlyobjects are beautiful he is beauty and perfection -When others reviled he reviled not again: he sat [set] aperfect example for us to follow; what he taught byprecept he taught by example also; 'for he was temptedlike as we are yet without sin'1844Jan1stAnother year is past: another year is gone; and wheream I? my life is still spared; but where am I? stillunder the bondage of sin; stil do I cling to theearthly nature and do many things I oughtnot to do, and walk in perverse ways; my lips areprone to folly, and my feet to evile ways. When shallI be released from this bondage of sin? not untilI take religion for my only guide. The occurranceof the past evening; what shall I think of it? IfFather or Mother had been at home there would havebeen no such game caried on it has caused ratherhard feelings on my part and to have one whois comparatively a stranger used so it is too badI know no hurt of him and wish to use him well
1844Jan1stbut it was not in my power to pervent [prevent] it the boyshere would never thought of doing thus if they hadhad no company but I must make the best of it Ican. I am today in school have been teaching now 2weeks: I do not like the place verry much, it is called Soddomm15This is my birth day I am now 18 years old; 18 yearshave now passed over my head; the time has now arrivedinmy age inwhich girls generaly are free from the controll oftheir parents; but probably the controll of my parentswill not cease now: I expect to be the same now as everand that they will be the same to me. I am now sickwith the mumps I had them last week and thentook cold and now have then [them] in earnest for mybirthday comfort; I hope this day is not a sample tome of this year for it began in sorrow: have not beenable to sit up all of the day; my face and neck areswolen verry badly on the right side the effects oftaking cold. Orrilla is sick now, not verry sick21Have now almost recovered from the mumps and amin hopes of going to my school tomorrow. O mayI be guided to do right in all things For Thou OLord knowest what is best for me wilt thou guideme accordingly. Lester came here this last week andtold us Elvira is sick but we could not go to seeher he wanted Mother to go home with him but she couldnot28Went to see Cousin Sarah who has lately come fromMe I do not approve of going to visit on sundaybut she is sick she has a young babe and could notcome to see me and I could not go any other time.
1844Feb1stAunt Lydia is gone: yes her spirit has taken itsflight to the better land. I saw her sunday well to allappearance or at least she said she was and monday nightshe was a corpse; how suddenly and unexpectedly; shein the prime of life one day in good health,and the next a corpse: they had hardly time toget the children home to see her before she diedone was 20 miles from home: she has left herfamily to lament her early death, and herbrothers child a babe 6 months old is now leftmotherles a second time that shared her affectionequaly with her own children. She will be lamentedby all for all loved her she was so kind to thesick she would go to take care of the sick at alltimes, and she will be greatly missed by the sick.Today her body is committed to the silent grave thereto be food for worms but her spirit will soar toGod who gave it. Who can describe the anguish ofher family on this solemn dayFeb4Have been to a funeral to day one of our best neighborsMr A Bliss has been this day committed to the tombhe was as much beloved as any one could be by neighborshis loss will be universaly felt; his life was shorton earth, but he has acquired many, all speek wellof him he was one of the best of men11th7 o-clockeveningHere I am alone, subject to my own meditation: theyare all gone except Grandmother and she is inher own room. There has been another funeral withina few miles of here to-day, another Parent has this
1844Feb11day been committed to the silent grave he died of theerysipelas. - I thank Thee O Lord that thou hastchastised me for I know that thou did it for my goodbefore I went astray more than I do now; now I know thywisdom and counsel better; what once seemed afflictionnow appears to me for my good what I once consideredevile I now regard as good. Some events of this presentwinter that now appear dark I hope will be revealedfor good I think I have seen some good result andhope more will come of it hope all things will be forthe best. we expect company here to stay over nightone Gentleman and two Ladies17This is the last day of my school and glad am I forit has not been verry pleasant to me at least manythings have occured which have not added to my happin-ess but it is now over and hope it will be forgottenor its effects cease, probably some have been suited and othershave not and others have not [sic]; some things which I was severelycensured for by some the Committee approved of, but my consciencedoes not upbraid me; if I have done wrong hope shall see my error.18How evile are the thoughts of mankind when not guided by theprecepts of the gospel what they will do when they are at enm-ity this has been illustrated here lately; a Gentleman whowas intimate here was enquired about and receiveda name which he would blush to own or at least hewas represented in no favorable manner these stories appearto me to be the invention of those who wish to injure himtheir truth I intend to learn if it is true or falseI was to know it.
1844Feb20I am now going to stay with sister Elvira she has movedinto town and is not scarcely able to walk and I mustgo and take care of her: it seems like going to a prisonto go there some of the incidents of the last summercome up into my mind and I shrink from doingmy duty but Elvira must not suffer whenit is in my power to take care of her: but I cannot go with that cheerfulness that I could have gonewith one year ago: but this will not doThe future seems dark to me; what trouble is instore for me I know not but a heavy cloud seemsto hang over my mind what is to become of me Iknow not. I am at times discouraged and castdown I think the best thing for me would be togo a short distance from home and procure constantemployment but to this thay [they] would not hear aword all of my friends think it would bea disgrace for me to go out to work but it is fardiferent with me it would be my choice to go:many think me always happy but if they couldsee me as I am they would find I had cares andtrouble as well as others who have not that whichwill support them in a trying hour. O thatreligion pure and undefiled before the Fatherwoud lend me her aid that she would makeher abode with me; then when temptation comeI shall have something that will support me;then peace of mind would peace of mind bemy portion. I think the reading of novels has
1844Febbeen a great injury to me though others would notthink so. I think it leads the mind to the lightand frivolous while it neglects the deep and, hardto understand. I have seen the time when I wouldread evry novel whether good or bad that I couldlay my hands on and read almost all nightwhen I could not find time to read in theday time; this not only injured my healthbut my reasoning faculties26This evening Wm H - called here to contradictstatements made relative to him a little more thana year ago: and most earnestly did he plead to beagain received as a near friend, but that wasnot at the present time expedient: there wasone report he called Heaven and angels to witnesshis innocence. I pitty him but can not help it nowMarch3Am at home Elsey is here sick her Mother left herhere yesterday and last night she was taken sickO that her mother were here if she is not ableto take care of her it would be a comfort to mebut we must do the best we can for her10Elsey is better now; so she can play considerable:we expect her Mother tomorrow and I shall beglad though Elsey is not much trouble now12What to think I know not: all of these rumorsare mysteries to me; what was intimated a shorttime ago to be false is now reported to be true;but hope shall not let it trouble me; for I can notbut help thinking it will be directed by Him
1844March12Who ruleth in the heavens above and in the earthbeneath he knows best when he ruleth let the earthrejoice for 'He is too wise to err and too good tobe cruel'; therefore will I trust in him.24Have just come home from my Sister's; shewas here yesterday and not being verry well whenshe went home she wanted me to go with herso I went. We had company yesterday and theyhave not gone yet there is several here to day.30Am to-day at Uncle Toby's helping Cousin Roxanaprepare to go to work in the factory. I came here yesterdayafter having been to the funeral of Mr S Curtis.Uncle Toby's family I fear will soon be scatterednow they have no Mother to keep them together.31Came home this morning. did not wish to go to meetingso I staid at home: the rest are all gone except Grandmother15Today is Elseys birth day she is now 3 years old.Three years are gone and past they have broughtboth happinessand misery.O that all enmity wereburried I have made great efforts but itwill sometimes rise in my mind but itshall be destroyed and peace reign.21Did not go to meeting to day; but staid athome and lay on the bed. and read. A P Mhas been here this last week and staid heretwo nights he was verry steady for him butbefore he went away he reminded me of the pastand gave me some good advise which I told him Ihoped he would profit by himself, he laughed and thendeparted
1844May1Am with sister Elvira: she not being able to do her ownwork I know not how long shall stay: it has been myintention to visit considerable this spring but if Istay here long shall be disappointed am going thisafternoon if pleasant to a quilting at one of theneighbors but it will be rather hard for me forI shall have to go home first10To be censured for things that I have done by those whoadvised me to do them it is too much when I havetried evry way to please and often not pleased myselfand then to have anything expressed in the form ofcensure it is too much for me to feel camly underBut I have one thing to console me my consciencedoes not upbraid me for before I have taken anyverry important step I have consulted my Parents;though now I suppose they wish they had advised mediferently; but it is too late it is past and I am not sorryTo marry a man who has no education to get worldlygain his only aim is an idea I wish to abhor: Iprefer before this to be an 'Old Maid' and knowthe 'loneliness of an Old Maid's life'; for I havelong been called one in sport. To marry forwealth I do dispise love in the retired cottageto please me: I want none of the idle flatterersof the of the [sic] busy world to surround: I want theapproving of my own conscience at all times.19Have been to East Montpelier to meeting to dayto hear Br Ballou preach; had verry good meeting
1844May23Have been to day to a singing convention at Plainfieldwe had a good time of it I worked for Fatherthis forenoon so that he could let Franklin go.26Have been to meeting to day here in Calais: went intothe Bible Class to day for the first time have notbeen to meeting before since it commensed hope shallbe benifitted much by attending to the study of the BibleJune2Father and Mother have gone to Montpelier to a Methodistmeeting the first time I have known them or at leastFather to go to a Methodist meeting for a long time8Today Father has been raising a shed we did not knowthat he was going to raise it until last night atdark and we have had to work hard to prepare for itWhen my mind gets comparatively tranquil somethingwill happen to disturb it: it is far from being inthe right mood many comparatively trifling thingsdisturb it: a few weeks ago Father received a letterfrom JCM (though I know not what it containsfor he did not see fit to show it to me) whichgreatly disturbs me I see not why I should beannoyed in this way by letters and papers23Slander what is it but the destroyer of mankindwhat blasts more of human happiness than slanderit blights the fairest prospects of man and what isworse thanfora professed Christian to indulge inslander. I know the 'tongue is an unruly memberwhich no man can tame' but a Christian ought tocontroll their. At least when we see churchmem--[b]ers at war we are apt to conclude all is not right
June231844I think they profess what they do not possess. It ismore despicable in a proffessed christian than inothers for their name implies better things evenif they do not do better. How many a fairreputation has been destroyed by slander. How manysighs and tears have been caused by slander. When oncea slanderous story is started it goes the rounds andlooses nothing by going a few miles; it generaly receivesadditional polish from evry tellerJuly4In the forenon I spun wool in the afternoon wentto see Ermina and hear from the friends at the factoryWe all went and had a good time7Have been to Woodburry to meeting to day there werea great many from Calais there. We had good time28Have been to meeting to east Montpelier there is somethingcurious I should think on this days adventure severalweeks ago Cousin Charles invited us to go to MontpelierVillage with him to day or in 2 weeks from todayand last monday Br Warren came here and says to mewill you go to Montpelier to meeting with us nextsunday and I told him my previous engagementbut told him that I would go if I could and he saidno more Mother was at Br Warrens during the weekand said Laura was going to meeting with himso there it rested until this morning whenOrrilla over persuaded me to go to meeting with herand we would go in company with Br and driveour team and so we went accordingly but cominghome he told me that he did not ask me to go
1844with him to Meeting but it was to go with Mr EliGoodenough a gentleman at work on his house.I have not had any little circumstance mortify meI know not when. After tea Orrilla and I went to seeElvira and Lester made some allusion to our goingalone to meeting and laughed at the gentlemenpresent concerning it; and Eli said the nexttime he wanted any one to go to meeting or anywhere else he should ask them himself. Capt IraMorse was there and he brought us home.Aug3Last Monday Eli came here and an explanationtook place in respect to the proceedings of the daybefore and he asked me to go to the townhouse tomeeting and at 5 oclock he invited me to attendmeeting at a school house in Montpelier whenwe were coming home he invited me to go to Cabotnext saturday as Lester is going to preach thereand probably Elvira will go but I could not tellwhether I could go or not but would if could9Have concluded to go to Cabot with Eli as Franklinhas concluded he should not go to Montpelier andso Orrilla could not go if I went,andas Charles didnot ask me any more than he did her I concludedto let her go and I go to Cabot I do not know butthis will be wrong but it will soon be to late toretract10Have just arrived at home have had a good timestaid last night at Eli's Fathers have been tomeeting to day have enjoyed myself verry wellwe all went to Mr Wallace's and took dinner.
1844Aug266 oclockAMAm now almost ready to start for Lebanon; in aboutan hour, to bid adieu to Parents and sister, and go amongstrangers there to take up my abode for a short time butit will seem long to me far from home andallthatis near and dear on earth but must not write more28Lebanon NH__ is now to be my home for a short time, duringone term of the school. I came here last night, Eli broughtme here and left me this morning; and went toStrafford to meeting. Never before did I love a friendas I do him, that I had not been longer acquaintedwith: I esteem his friendship much; he appears tothink a great deal of me, and it was hard for us topart; last night he talked to me all the evening andgave me much good advice, which I shall do well to rememberO that I may deserve and retern his love, as I ought.I fear he loves me better than I deserve; I fear he has leftthe company of annother, for me; if he has it will be toobad: I know he has left her but know not why. He haspromised to write to me often and to visit me if possible.when the school is half out it was harder for me tohave him leave me than to leave homeSept3Can not keep my mind on my book for I expected aletter to night and am verry much disappointedthe expectation of this letter has alone kept me frombeing homesick and now I know not what I shall doI feel verry uneasy but I try to as contented as possiblebut discontent will continually rise. but what good will itdo I shall not go home until school closes unles somethinghappens to call me home more than I know of now. I expect to
1844Sept3repent coming here before the term is out but as itis I must stay but if I do not like shall not beobliged to come here again. I have now been here oneweek tonight and for the most of the time havebeen contented; there is a sing in the hall here inthe house and they make so much noise can not study.5Have received the letter that I expected dated Sept 1sttonight and I feel much nore contented the letterwas written when I expected. Eli expressed himself in thesame tender manner concerning me as here heretofore he is verrykind to me. O may nothing ever happen to mar ourhappiness in our intercourse and Oh may it be lasting6Have had a feast eating mushmelon this evening MrsPerkins came and invited those who were here to come downand partake there were only three of us the rest were goneto hear a lecture on Chimistry at the Academy; We alllike Mrs Perkins verry much she is so pleasant we cannot help but love her. I am much more contentednow than was when first came here8O that I had one friend here in whom to confide to whomI could tell my evry thought without reserve andcould talk of those I love. All are strangers here to methere is no one here that I ever saw before I came hereI know no difference in them except their actionsbut I can see much difference in this respect for thetime I have been here. I need the support and consolationof the Gospel to support me here away from friendsfrom home and all I hold dear on earth, but Icame here not to be homesick or indulge in vain regrets
1844Sept8but to learn and shall my object be destroyed in this wayno far be it from me. I came here not to be homesickor to indulge in vain regrets that I have no earthly friendshere for I have a friend in all places who is kinder tome than an earthly parent can be he is always nearand ready to help in the time of need for I alwaysneed his support he is the only true friend I have onhim I am not affraid to call for my wants are anticipatedhe knows all my thoughts this kind Friend is my HeavenlyFather if I put my trust in him I shall never want.Have been to meeting to day but was so sleepy this afternooncould not enjoy the meeting verry well. I shouldlike it verry much if Eli was here for a short timethis evening, but friends of this earth are far awaySeptember 184411Ten years ago today my youngest sister left her earthlyabode and went that journey from whence no travelerreturns she went to the spiritlandto her God and my God:can we wish her back here upon earth to be exposed toall the trials and temptations that flesh is heir to?Her company would have been sweet here below to usbut she is far happier than she would have been here;She would have been an ornament to any society; at leasther brightness activity and mild disposition gavefair promises for one so young: She was never heared tomurmur or complain during her sickness; when she sawus weeping around her bed she would say do not cry so.'She was too pure for earth' her spirit burst its fettering bondsand soared to those pure ralms [realms] where sin and sorrow are unknownto be the companion of the just made perfect forever.
1844Sept12I am discouraged have had the poorest lesson to day thathave had since have been here. O that I was at home as hadsomething more interesting than Greek to study if it would doany good to weep tears would freely flow: but am I any betterfor being this discouraged? does it help me to get my lessonany better? alas it does not it does me much hurt for if Ithink I can not do any thing I surely shall not try verryhard and thereby fail of doing anything. I will put mytrust in Him Who faileth not and all will I trust bewell: It is not always that I have to stay in this place soI will let that comfort me. I will attend to the studiesFather wishes me to and strive to be obedient. - O Eli if you knewmy feelings tonight it would not add much to thy comfort.Since I wrote the above I have received a letter from Eli ithas given me much consolation that one in this wideworld careth for me I hail this letter as a true friendfrom whom I have been long separated and will press onwardin the path of duty set before me with new zeal.14How can I describe my feeling. O that I had a friend here onwhose bosom I could pour out my soul without reserve. But alasthat privilege is denied I find relief in tears in tears andthey come to my relief freely; and often they are to me likeministering angels when my spirit is oppressed I welcomethem as sweet messengers for I know they speek to me ofbetter days yet to come when smiles instead of tears will reign15Sabbath evening: am rather low spirited this evening haveattempted to write but all is too mournful and have lain asidemy letter for a time when I feel better if there ever is suchatime [a time] I wish not to write when I feel as do now to any one.
1844Sept22Have been to meeting to day: the minister is gone so we hada sermon read by the Professor of the institute. O that Icould hear from home. What do they think not to write tome; I have now been gone 4 weeks tomorrow morning and nota word yet; this is realy too bad: They know that I am hereamong strangers, and why do they not write to me? All theanswer I receive is the faint echo, why? They know thatnever was from home that I did not see some one thatI know as often as once in a week before. What do theythink? at least I know what I think; I think it will beno advantage to them in the end for I fear it will notserve to bind me to them by any stronger ties than nowexist it shows that I am to fight my own way independ-ent of them. Who would have thought a Mother wouldhave let her daughter be gone so long among strangers andnot write to her? I have wept until I have fallen asleep andthen awoke and wept and all this because they have not writtento me; but what good does it do me? does it make me morecontented? I know I feel better when my mind is oppressed tohave the tears flow freely: tears are as natural to me as sunshineis to a summers day they are to me as a friend in the time oftrouble always ready at my call. Mrs Perkins asked me if I hadsisters? I felt ashamed to tell: her reply was why do they not write toyou. It is to me a mystery why they do not. - To thee O Eli I cannot be half thankful enough for having written to me thy lettershave been a solace to me in my lonesome hours they have been mystay and support to them I go when lonesome they tell me thatone has not forgotten me if my Parents have
1844Sept25Today in the afternoon am excused from studying and can amusemyself as I please. Last evening received a paper from Eli hehas not forgotten me if others have he is a friend in the timeof trouble and for his kindness to me I shall ever be thankfulIf I ever forget may my name be blotted out and my mindbecome as a chaos never to be remembered more27Have this evening received a letter from home: they have notforgotten me, their delay was necessary for they wished tosend some money to me which was sent as soon as convenientand they wished me to use when necessary. The answerto the question in my letter to them was as I anticipated.it expressed the same kindnes to me as ever.Oct5Saturday eveAlone: yes alone; and where is Eli? alas I know not he is not hereas I expected: but I think the reason is that it rainedyesterday so he could not come. I knew not how much Iapprized his society until this disappointment. - O that hewould write immediately to me for it would be a greatcomfort to me to know why he did not come and if heis coming: But not my will but thine O Lord be doneI will put my trust in Thee and fear not but that allwill be for the best. O that I may be reconciled to the willof God in all things: but his company in a lonesomewould be agreeable. What is sweeter than a friend in alonesome hour it is like sunshine to a rainy day. We allknow not how to prize friendship until we are deprivedof it by being cast among strangers then we see ourdependance on friends and how necessary to our existencethen we recall our happy communion and think, O howblessed we were then, and why did we not appreciate it but our
1844Oct5eyes are blinded we know not how to appreciate happiness untilwe are surrounded by sorrow then we cry out our sorrow isgreater than we can bear; then if ever we feel our dependanceon God and call on Him for protection, when all earthlycomfortsfail:he is neverfailing the same yesterday today andforever without change His Name and nature is love and tobe like Him we must love all mankind, love is thefulfilling of the law. Why then need we then fear Godas a wicked tyrant He is kinder to us than earthlyparents can be, for He is the Ruler of the Universe:He is infinite in wisdom and knowledge: being 'too wiseto ere and too good to be cruel.'5Have this evening for the first time witnessed some of theeffects of messmerism the subject was Susan WSturtevant my roommate she was not sound asleep.she consented only because there were some unbelieversin messmerism present to convince them of theirerror. Had an invitation to go to day to Mr B__ toeat some apples and went accordingly we had a goodtime considering the wind blew verry hard: We wereall verry thankful for the apples for we do notget many here I miss the orchard at home forwe have a plently of apples such as they are generaly.7Have this evening received a paper with G G Hoaxon the wrapper and we all think it is a hoaxfrom one of the schollars for there is one of theschollars who has sent papers so to the ladiesand we all know it is a hoax from some one he alwayshas written some name on the wrapper that the
1844Oct7person knew to whom he sent the paper before butnow he knew no one with whom I am acquainted.In return for his politeness I sent a paper to himdirected to G G Hoax in case of F. H. - he probably willunderstand it when he receives it that his tricks are knownand some one had spunk to resent such work9Have not been verry well to day and have not been ableto attend school; it is the first time that I have beenabsent from any duty this term. Have this eveningreceived a letter and paper from Eli and was verryglad to receive it for felt verry sober before; they wereas drops of dew to a wilting plant and rejoiced memuch for they spoke to me in languag not to bemistaken. He explained the reason why he didnot come here last saturday and his reasons weregood it is to oblige his Father that he remainedat home and I think he did right though I shouldhave been glad to have received a visit from him11What a beautiful day the sun shines with its greatestsplendor all nature seems to smile at its gloriousbeams and praise its Author last evening was rainybut this morning is pleasant: am now attendinglectures on mnemonics evenings they continuethree evenings hope shall learn much13Have attended meeting today in the morning finishedmy letter to Eli I wrote to him the first oportunity after receivinghis letter I will never again neglect to answer a letterfrom a friend for I know their feelings when dailyexpecting a letter and being daily disappointed
20Oct201844Have been to meeting today this afternoon there was a funeralof an old Gentleman who was more than 80 he has been deprivedof reason for some time but he was allowed to wander wherehe pleased in the street he was here at the boardinghouse thefirst day I came here and often since many times whenwehavemet him he would ask are any of our folks here; buthe is gone to that happy rest to meet kindred and friendswhere parting is unknown. Susan is gone to Enfield to visither friends and I hope she will have a pleasant visitshe is so near her home that she sees some of her friendsor receives a letter from home evry week she has no reasonto be homesick or discontented she has enough to satisfy evry want.22Have been this evening with Susan to see Miss Eastman MrSkinner and Riddle were there Susan displayed her witin true ladylike form; but notwithstanding this I enjoyedmyself verry well the gentlemen accompanied us homeand she displayed some resentment because the gentlemanshe prefered did not offer her his arm to walk home: If this ispoliteness I say deliver me from the like: when a gentlemanspeeks to me plitely it is duty for me to answer decently andhave the actions lady like; many things this evening have appearedstrange to me though to others perhapse they are right, but displayto me is no ornament to me in this maner it is perfectly ridiculous23This afternoon we all went into the lower room to see the gentlemeninhale ether; one said while under its influence, Who can bare thepangs of unrequited love. Others bowed to the ladies some declaimedall had something to say that was pleasing some showed angerothers mirth some wished to display talent others were modestand retiring.
1844OctHave this evening received a paper from Eli it seemsthat he has not forgotten me or that I am occasionally inhis rememberance at least I have not forgotten him25Have received a letter from Cousin Emeline she wrote shestaid here in Lebanon over night since I have been hereO I should have been so glad to have seen her if it hadbeen only for a few minutes but it was not so to beI was glad to receive her letter and to hear from homethough it was but a few words, to hear that they were wellHave attended meetings in the afternoon Mr Ingersol fromBurlington preached he is a unitarian preacher and verycelebrated. This evening went to walk with Augusta we had adelightful walk Augusta is a good Lady I likeher muchit will behard to part with her perhaps never more to meet onearth the more I see of her the better I like her she hasmore accomplishment than many here who set themselvesabove her she has more ladylike qualities28Have this evening received a letter from home was gladto receive it and welcomed it with joy it was writtenby Sister and Mother: it appears I yet have Parentsand Sisters but their letters are like angels visits'few and far between' I still have a share in theirremembrance. Their letter bore some sad tidings one ofmy Cousins is no more her sickness was short they didnot consider her dangerous until the day before she died.She has left a husband to mourn her early loss. Is notthis a warning to one to be also ready, for the monsterdeath waits for no one when he calls all obey his summonswhether willing or not they have to bid adieu to all earthly
1844Oct28things, and go to the unseen regions of the dead fromwhence never to return to us here below there allwill sooner or later take up their abode there, 'the fact isincontrovertible; it is foretold by revelations; it is inscribedin the heavens; it is felt through the earth. Such is theawful and dily [daily] text; what then ought to be the comment,'if not to prepare for the great change; prepare foreternity: should we not act differently if at all timeswe should think we were acting for eternity with thison our minds would not our actions become morevirtuous and we consequently wiser betterandhappier: whatdo seek but happiness here below and in how many waysoften what we think will produce happiness causesmany a sigh. O vain and deceived mortal! to thinkthat thou canst live in happiness, indipendent of thyHeavenly Father; put thy trust in Him and thouneedst never fear for His arm is omnipotent to save.29Today has been verry rainy. Summer is past and winteris approaching slowly but steadily it warns us that timeflies fast and waits not. Mr Skinner called here toexchange cards with the ladies here, he is doing to rturnhome and so came and bid us farewell. Some of the ladiesmade a terrible fus about his leaving after he was goneor pretended to but I think it was ridiculous.The words prepare for examination have sounded inour ears and now study and prepare yourselves I havescarcely a minute to rest we have such hard lessonsthat it takes me all of my time to get themwell and then sometimes they are not half prepared.
1844Oct306 oclock morning. Have been up some time but Susan issleeping soundly. I built my fire and set down to considerthe duties of the day: at 9 oclock to go to attend prayers;and there stay until after reciting in Geography of theheavens; and then come back to my room and study untilnoon at 1 oclock back to the academy to attend to thereading of compositions; O the reading of compositionshow I dread it, to read my silly thoughts before allof the ladies I should not care if I could writeany thing that had some sense to it; but that wouldbe out of the question; but I shall not have to readbut one more after to day: but what shall I writefor the last one, I should like to have something fitto read before the school for in two weeks fromto day this term closes; and then 'homeward bound'will bee the cry, yes to part with the few friends wehave here and perhaps part forever or at least Ido not expect to see but a verry few if any again.Evening 9 oclock have been to Lyceum staid to hear thepaper read and then went home with Augusta staid ashort time she came home with me. When Mr Perkinscame home to night he brought a letter to me fromE - I went with joy to my room but it was soonchecked for the first page cast a shadow over the restbut I was glad to hear from him and took my pento answer it but I let my feelings overcome me andso had to lay it aside for tonight he wrote he shouldcome after me when the term closes. O I shall be soglad to have him come for I shall hate to go home in thestage and then we shall have so pleasant a journey home.
1844Nov2What a pleasant day so beautiful the sun has shone sopleasant on such a beautiful day as this the mind wouldsoar from nature up to natures God and there pourforth its adoration in the sight of him who createdall things and renew its vows to the Most High. -I have a composition to write for next week and Iknow not what to write or what subject to writeon: my muse does not work at present to supplyme with wherewith to clothe my thoughts or even with thoughts fora composition but I must not complain. - Half past 10 evening:am now in my room alone Susan is gone and has been all of theevening but I have not been alone all of the time Perusiahas been here and staid a while Mrs Perkins called and staida short time so I have enjoyed myself very well; I havewritten down 136 questions to prepare for examinationit has taken me almost as long as it would to have learnedthe answers but I must not complain I have only oneweek and three daysand halfto stay here I expect then to myown dear native Vermont I shall go and there remainfor one while at least there to meet friends near anddear - Shall I be happy then? or will ithappinesselude mygrasp and flee at my approach? will sorrow reign triumphantwhere I dwell? or will happiness have a share? am I alwaysto be encompassed about with trouble and is my habitationalways to be to be [sic] the habitation of mourning. I trust andhope that I am to see happier days than the presentnevertheless not mine but Thy will be done O my Lordand may I be reconciled to evry dispensation ofProvidence and may no murmur escape my lips for
1844Nov2Thou knowest what is best for me; I am blind to my own happinessI prefer not what I ought many times, and O Lord will Youkeep me from all temptation and place virtue uppermost inmy evry thought that I may come off conqueror andevenmore thanconqueror through Him Who has redeemed and saved us.3Sabbath evening. I had tried in vain to collect a fewscattered thoughts and Louis and I went out to walkwe had a pleasant time Louis said if I went out towalk perhaps it would calm my mind and restore a fewideas I never was so at a stand what to write for a compositionbefore and never dreaded it so before it is because weall fear that the compositions will be read the lastday of examination or at the examination4Have this evening been to Augusta's room when I camehome it rained but I was very glad I came notwithstandingthey urged me to stay for I received a letter from homeMother wrote to me that I could take a school inMarshfield in the district where Mr Hoskins livesthey were very anxious that I should take it; they wroteto me that the school is small and easily governed;that they would give me two dollars a week if I would go.I did not know what to do for they wrote to me theywanted me to write this evening to let them knowand so I had no time to considder I wrot that they mightdo as they thought best for I did not know what to doI was until after eleven this evening in writing the letterI think my lesson will be poorly learned for tomorrowbut if my teachers knewthe reasonthey would excuse me I think
1844Nov6thThere the last composition for this term is written after so much fusand so many vain attempts and now I feel relieved I shall have to dreadit no longer and fret myself to find out what to write: there hasben a great fus here among the ladies to know what to write, I have hearedmany an 'O dear what shall I write' within a few days but it willbe all over now for today theycompositionsare handed to the teacher. It snows yeswinter is coming in all its dreariness to remind us of the changeof life from youth to old age. What recollections the appearanceof snow calls to mind of the last year when the earth in allits beauty was suddenly robed in its fleecy mantle without givingthe farmer time to prepare for its approach; thus is the approachof death sudden and unexpected, since last the earth was coveredwith this massy covering many friends have been snatched from usby the ruthless hand of death to be here with us no more forever.WednesdayWhat does this mean, J. B. H, has this evening received ananonymous letter, and such obscene language therein, itwas too bad to relate: Poor Girl: it is too cruel to be used thus:and then in the Index this evening such pieces, it isa disgrace to the paper, and the contributors also. (Gunpowder)Nov6Wednesday(Grasshoppers grease, and Humblebee juice;) (Anxietysnuf for those whose letters were unanswered.) and likeexpressions, it was enough for to make decency blushto think of. I wonder the Editor would read suchstuff, before any decent person; he could not andkeep his countenance smooth, he had to stop and laughI went this afternoon to Miss Eastmans, room andstaid until Lyceum, I had a good visit; after camehome set up until after 11 o'clock, writing billets forthe party which is to be Friday evening.
1844Nov7We have all here at the boarding house been cleaning thehall, for the party tomorrow evening: I am sorry theyhave a party here for it will not be but misery to someafter the transactions of the past. I do not think I shallenjoy myself very well8Friday morn. This morning after prayers the subject ofanonymous letters was brought up before the school, andsuch excitement I never saw before on my occasionnot only by the gentlemen but by the ladies also;Mr Cragin spoke first but he was so much excitedthat he could not say half he wanted to, afterwardsMiss Young spoke and informed Mr C that thesuspission did not rest on himand also gave to the gentlemen a letter received by one of the ladies last evening similar tothe one received by J B H; there were severalother gentlemen who spoke all were of the same mind,that is to have the offender base as he is brought to lightMr S. H__ said he wished for him to have no greaterpunishment than that of a guilty conscience and thisis enough I should think. I hope this affair will be ofno injury to the school but I fear it will; it oughtnot to hurt only the guilty the suspission restson Mr L Lyman and they think they have evidenceto confirm the belief that it was he, Mr Cragin gavehimif guiltya very polite invitation not to attend the partythis evening he said he did not wish to have thepleasure of the party spoiled by his presence for whocould enjoy themselves in the presence of such a personone who will place himself on a level with the brutecreation and disgrace himself by such low mean actsthese letters are not the only disgraceful acts he has committed here
9I have felt the effects of the party last evening, throughthe day my eyes are so soar [sore] that I can hardly see; butwe had a verry good party and I enjoyed myself aswell if not better than I generaly doat partiesall was mirth andlaughter, all seemed to be happy if any one could judge fromappearances. Mr L__ did not appear this evening, from thiswe are to infer that he is guilty, although he denied the chargeof writing the letters but he showed guilt plain enough.10Sabbath afternoon: I have been to meeting to day probably for the last timeat this place; perhaps forever, this is the last sabbath that I shall seebefore I shall be at home O home sweet home there is magicpower in that word, it is the place of rest to the weary soul,to the weary of this earth 'there is no place like home'. At homethere are dear Parents and a sister; here there are only those thatI have known for a few short weeks but they are near to me forso short acquaintance, the remembrance of them will be treasuredup, and remembered as a green spot in this dreary portionof my life, but from them I must sever, the ties thatbinds me to them must be loosed to strengthen others whichfirst bound me to kindred spirits, they have a higher claimto my affections and there will I fly on the wings of loveto bask in the light of their smiles to rejoice in their prosperityand console in adversity: I wish to live only for the good of myfellow mortals, and have my life free from vain desiresand groveling pursuit, and keep in wisdoms ways whose ways arepleasantness and all her paths are peace. - 9 o'clock eveningMiss Moulton has been here this evening she staid most of theevening we went into Miss Nichols' and Parker's room andhad an excelent visit. I enjoy myself much when in
1844Novcompany with Augusta she is so sociable I feel at homein her presence and can converse freely I like her as wellas any one that I know in this place11My courage is all gone and there is no one here to encouragemein the leastit is my Greek Lesson that troubles me I think it is realy toobad for our class to be examined with the short preparationwe have had for wehaveonly recited one review lesson as preparationfor the examination and that was to day and we did nothave time to read all of our lesson neither I am so discouragedthat I could not study if there was nothing else to preventfor I know that I can not get my lesson so I can appeardecently and thus thinking I shall not probably tryverry hard certainly not study to hurt myself.12Noon: there my composition is read my lessons in Geographyof the heavens and Grammar are over and now I havenothing more unless it is Greek: When I read my conmpositionthis morning I was so excited I could hardly stand myvoice trembled and I shook all over like a leaf blown by thewind; but it is over now and it did not hurt me I hope if Iever am called upon to read in public again I can commandmyself better I did not make a failure but it was not muchbetter Mr Hoskins said he expected that I should beobliged to stop and give it up before I had read all of itmy recitation in Geography of the Heavens was preparedbetter than I expected. Augusta came here this afternoonto take her leave of us she is to start this evening for home- Eli has come how glad I am: glad to see himand glad to go home I do not know what to do orhow to act we shall start and go as far as Hanover tonight
1844Nov14At home: I arrived at home this evening about darkthey were all glad to see me. - I had a verry pleasantjourney home notwithstanding the bad state of the roads whichare verry muddy I never enjoyed myself better in so unpleasanta time, when there was so much to prevent but all thingsare ordered for the best I hope. I regretted exceedingly topart with some of the ladies at Lebanon they seemedverry near to me for they have been kind alwaysand long shall they be remembered with gratitude15Today Eli left us he staid over night and went with usto Br Warrens this morning; they all appeared glad to see me;he staid until after dinner, and then took his leave;I regretted the necesity of his leaving so soon but couldnot conscientiously urge him to stay after he had spent somuch time to accompany me home; for all his kindness tome I feel verry grateful and hope it will be in my powerto return the favor: O may I never be ungrateful for his kindnessto me may I long rememember [remember] his kind and numerous atten-tions with gratitude, knowing they proceeded from a generousheart; that he loves me yea almost adores me I havenot the least doubt, I fear his love for me is betterthan I deserve: I fear he is forming too high an opinionof me he is placing me among the perfect in imaginationhis picture is too exalted; for blind as human natureis I know I have many verry many faults and Iexpect not that others are without their failings, for perfectionis not here below; and he who expects it will be sadlydisappointed I know I have many things yet to learnbefore I could appear in company so that I should
1844Novnot cause a husband to blush at my blunders; for manytimes the crimson has appeared on my cheek the effectsof ignorance when in companying passions controllme yet they exercise too unlimited sway over my mind, all isnot as it should be, no far from it, : to enter upon the duties ofmaried life I must not expect all will be one calm and uncloudedday, with nought to disturb the peace; or that I can do at alltimes as I wish without consulting the wishes of others, this ismore than woman ought to expect for they have many sacrifices tomake to promote the peace of their family woman's life is onecontinued scene of self sacrifices where happiness dwells; thereis her beauty there her strength: what love would a husbandbear his wife if she went on regardless of his wants or happinessstriving alone to please herself or gratify her own ambition?little I fear; his love would be cold towards the wife of hischoice; man's happiness depends on the selection of acompanion it is the place where the most discretionshould be used he selects a companion not for afew days or years but for the whole of his life tobare with his infirmities overlook his faults:; at mariage his fate is fixed either for happiness ormisery there is no escape; therefore watch and pray.23Have been to Montpelier today to purchase some thingsin preparation fore the commencement of my schoolO how I dread that school it seems to me that Ican not hardly stand it I expect to be homesick anddiscontented in the beginning I do not feel as thoughI wanted to teach school this winter and especily inMarshfield but it is my parents wishes so I will not complain
1844Nov249 o'clock evening: Have been to meeting today saw many of myold friends and enjoyed myself verry well. UncleToby and his wife cane [came] here and staid until aftersupper we had a good visit. It is very windy this evethere has been an eclipse on the moon this evening: totaland visible at this place but it was so cloudy we couldnot enjoy the scene which has been a rare occurrancefor several yearsDec14 o'clock PM. Our company is gone; we have hadcompany since yesterday noon Eemeline and her mothercame here and staid the afternoon when they returnedhome I went with them with the intention of spendingthe evening at Uncle Tobys where we had been but ashort time when Franklin came after me saing wehad company at home, E__ came with me we found CousinCharles, Hiram and Laura and also Miss B__ we had a good visitH__ and L__ staid until this afternoon as they camewith a wagon and it snowed last night they will nothave a very pleasant journey home. Fatherhas gone tocarry Emeline home and get my cloak and boa whichI left at Uncle Aaron's when I went to Uncle Toby'sWhen I think of the past it seemes to me I have not doneright that I have not acted the part of a lady that had Idone diferently my conscience would have upheld mealways I blunder on regardless of the consequence and miseryfollows: my life has to me no charm; death to me at many timeswould be a welcome visitor, there is nought on earth for meworth living for, the past and the future is dreary I am restlessdiscontented there is an aching void within which nought can
1844Decsatisfy there is that longing for that unattainible somethingwhich will at all times be a shield and support happiness ismy aim I have sought it in various way and it has eludedmy grasp I have sought it in the giddy dance but it wasnot there I have sought it in the path which youth callpleasure and it was not there all is 'vanity and vexationof spirit:' is this right? are these the right sentiments?alas no: far from it; I look on the dark side of the picturewhere all is desolate and gloomy; I look not on the rightside I am too sensitive for my own happiness5Thanksgivingday: yes the glorious day hath arrived andthanks to the All Wise Creator of the Universe forprotection health friends and the many blessings bestow-ed upon us at this time. - E__ came here last eveni-ng and we are happy but he can not stay always7E__ is gone: we went yesterday to Montpelier and heintended to have returned home but it rained sohe could not and it has rained all this morningbut he is gone, yes gone to leave me in sadnesswith nought to cheer the lonesome hourbut I will hope for the future that all will yet bewell that happiness will be my lot912 o clock: Marshfield Vt. Here then I am from homeamong strangers with no face near to heer [here] that I can greetas an old friend there is all of 8 schollars today rathera small school I think not enough to be busy allof the time. I came here to this place last eveningstaid at Mr H__ Smith's it was very bad being outlast evening the wind blew very bad and the snow
flew some we arrived at our destination about six in the evening was disappointed in the ride here, the conversation took a diferent1844Dec9turn from what I expected: happily disappointed - eve - the titleChit is too much, more than I can bare with patience, it causesno pleasant feelings: I know not why unles to see what effectit would produce I could not help smiling at first itwas so unexpected but they did not see my face forit was from them: I should like to see some one tohave a train after this10noon The schollars are merry and I almost wish toparticipate in their sports at least it adds to myhappiness to see them so happy to all appearancemay they ever be thus united in friendship andno root of bitterness spring up in their midst:eve: Mr Smith and his Wife went away this eveningand left me here with William and a Mr PikeI did not think much of this but could not helpit I learned concerning Miss L. L. what I did notmistrust before I did not think that of her butstill it may not be true that she is so coquettishat least I wish it is not so: I know not but therewas design in their going away this evening but if therewas it was without effectI can see here what parents can learn their childrenand oblige them to do: to see children 4 or 5 years ofage kneel at the time of prayers and say amen at theclose I do not wonder that so much bigotry error andsuperstition prevail in the world that they are handeddown from parent to son and will so continue
184413Dec4 oclock PM Tonight chang of boardingplace I have justbecome acquainted at Mr Smiths and now I leave andthus it will be all winter: but I must not compl-ain for it was the wish of my parents for me tocome here I will try to be patient and meek thinkingthat I shall not stay always here1412 o clock E__ came here this forenoon and presentedme with a new trunk when I opend it I foundit contained a letter a few sheets of paper and arule: the letter was written out of pure love to meit breathed forth the same spirit as its pedecessorshe said he did not know as the trunk wouldbe acceptable but he thought the letter would,and it was it was read before I ate my dinnerand with pleasure I was requested to burn it as soonI read it; but I forebore it would seem too muchlike sacrilege I shall keep it as a memento of thesedesolate days and the bright hopes which ithas inspired; but I must not be elated by thebright appearances of the present that I preparenot for the future as think that all willbe unclouded bliss no life is divrcified [diversified] withclouds and sunshine happiness and miseryare the lot of all atsometimes happiness andat other misery prevails; we are apt to countthe dark spots rather than bright spots ofhappiness which diversify our lives howmuch more happiness we should see if we did notalways look on the dark side of our life
1844Dec15evening: Have been home to day; E__ came after me in themorning as soon as I had eaten my breakfast arrivedat home about noon there found a letter fromCousin Irena papers from Mariah, Mrs M.P.P.Mrs S, P__ R C W__ J B H__ E L P__ S M H__ was glad to hear from them all and especialyfrom the school at Lebanon which is very smallthis term, rather small I think for 9 teachers17eveChange of boarding place; but I think I have changed forbetter I like the appearance of the peoplevery much they are very sociable and aggreable.O! happiness I thank thee that thou hastmade thy abode with me even if it be only fora short time, O will thou continue thus inmy presence to bless me for thou wilt alwaysbe a welcome visitor - Thus far since I havebeen in this place I have been much happierthan I expected I have had the approvalof my conscience that I have obeyed the wishesof my parents at the sacrifice of my own feeling21E__ called here this afternoon he is almost sickand I told him to go home and take care ofhimself if he wished to please me for hehad been taking an emetic and I feared he wouldtake cold and be sick: he swapped watches with me theone I had did not keep good time but he saysthe one I now have will: we have been calculatingto go to St Johnsburry next week but he thinks itis not best to go then as we shall not have as good a visit
there then as at some other time for there willbe too many there at the time to visit with any one1844Dec23This evening looks dismal it rains hard the prospectof my going home to morrow is dark indeed for at thisrate there can be no sleighing by morning, but Iwill not complain for all will be for the best24The prospect this morning is more favorable it froze andsnowed some last night so there is some prospect ofmy going home this afternoon. Afternoon: at home hereat last started about noon and arrived at home at 2 1/2o'clock found S.M.B.__ there he did not seemto enjoy himself first rate in my presence andI do not wonder that I brought to mind thepast and if he is sensitive the present is enoughfor reward25Last night went to meeting in celebration of theAdvent of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, andgrand indeed was the celebration the sermon wasone of the best productions of the writer andit was an excelent sermon the house wasbeautifully trimmed with evergreen andwell lighted; it has cost the young peoplehere much labor and time to adorn the houseand well might they spend their time in celebratingthe birth of the Savior of mankind well do theyspend their time in rendering glory and honor tothe Being Who gave them birth and preserves themfrom harm and bestows on them evry neededblessing and supports them in evry trying hour.
1844Dec29How lonesome: I staid from meeting today becauseE__ said he should be here at 9 o clock in themorning to go to Woodbury or somewhere elseto day but it is so bad sleighing it is impossibleto go any where in safety there is so much icein the road. I am sorry but can not help it.'What shall I do with all the days and hoursThat must be counted ere I see thy face?How shall I charm the interval that lowersBetween this time and that sweet time of grace?'I have spent most of the time in reading and passedmost of the time agreeable as possible notwithstandingexisting circumstances and all hard jokes, Iknow not but E__ is sick but hope not1845Jan1noon12 1/2 o'clockNew year's day: what sensation that word createswhat recollections it calls to mind of thepast; and what bright hopes it inspires ofthe future: the past: where was I one year agoto-day and how did I spend, last year the firsthours of the new year far diferently from whatthey have been spent this year, but I thinkthe present year has dawned upon me morefavorably than the past did that thus far Ihave been happier for the first half day of theyear than I was last year then there was thatto reflect upon which I wished had not happened
1845Jan1and yet it was that which I could not help: butenough of this; for the past ir [is] irrecoverably past;'tis mine only to take care of the future.It would be pleasant to be in the company offriends near and dear and hear the welcomsound greet my ear, Happy New Year Iwish to thee; but alas I am far fromhome among strangers and when 'the kiss oflove goes around alas there is no kiss for me'I have been in hopes to see one I love butI fear I shall be disappointed but all willbe for the best I hope at least I trust itwill.. - Has the past year been spent as I shallwish it had been, when age throws its mantleover my brow, when death has lain its witheringhand upon my wasted form and all earthly hopeshave perished? alas! I fear not: but I hope thepast will warn me to prepare for the futureand be more careful, of the lapse of time, one of the greatest of blessing to man, fortime is more precious than gold or allthe wealth this earth can bestow: bemore careful of my health and try to preservethat comfort to man, which we know not howto prize until we are deprived of it bu [by] the ruthless hand of disease then we see where wehave transgressed the physical law and seethe justness of the punishment but itis too late the die is cast
1845Jan2Eli came here this forenoon and left a letterfor me he wrote he would carry me homeSaturday. I thought he would be here beforethe week was out and I have not beendisappointed this time and I hope shall notbe disappointed saturday in going home4How the wind blows: alas! I fear I shall be obligedto stay in Marshfield over another Sunday4 oclock: - he is come and I shall not have to stayhere I shall go home to night and see my Mother.5Have been too meeting to day Br Frost preachedand this evening we all went to Mr Morse's and since I came home I have learned strange things7The party is over and I am glad; glad for my ownsake: for the marked attention, and the invitationin the evening, makes me rejoice that it is overfor it foretells that my happiness in thisplace is at an end; there has been much maneuveringand now I reap the harvests; and some sly hintsforetell what I wish not to see, but I amthankful that I had an excuse for next Sundaythe object for this I know not but the appear-ance is to try to rival; the march in the lastpart of the evening was more than I couldstand under andthesome evening when you boardat Mr Smith's' brought a cloud to my brow whichhas lasted until to day I should think no, twiceis enough for one to heare, to satisfy themthat they were not wanted or to satisfy that their
1845Jan7room is better than their company or they couldtake a hint without towe kicks to accompany it- Three nights at a time are too muchfor [o]ne to be out late: there is poisonin this cup that I drink, for now I have thefeelings attendant on a night of revalry forI have been faint all day and took sucha cold that now I am very hoarse so muchfor comfort. I have been homesick moretoday than any day since school commencedI wonder that I went to the party at allif I had only had my wits about me whenI had the invitation I should not have gonecertainly for if they thought Eli was not niceenough for their party I am sure I am not.8Another change of boardingplace, back to Mr Smith'sagain, to board again one week; but I can notimagine I shall be very happy here, for theyseem to feel terrible somehow, I know nothow, towards me and it is made manifestsometimes by hints, which I can not failto understand, the 'I heard that Wm. was keepingcompany with one Mandana White.' and other of the same cast, are too much for my happinessto be haunted in this shape; and to night the 'JohnPike said you could not be cross and he extoledyou highly, and now I ought to have a complim-ent for that is considerable I think for soshort acquaintance of two evenings
1845Jan11I am almost sick tonight but never mind it isSaturday night and I hope Eli will call for one onhis way home for that will half cure me comparedto staying at Mr Smith's over Sunday: yes he comesglad am I he has come before I expected I didnot think he would come until evening13I arrived at the old shool house ten minutespast 9 oclock this morning. Saturday eveningwent with E__ to his father's and staid in Cabotuntil this morning last evening called atMr Kent's and was much pleased with thereception there and delighted with Sarah andher singing to amuse me and their excelentapples. I on the whole have had an excelenttime since I have been gone they have triedto please me as much as possible and tocure my cold which is very bad at present14LastnightWm came and wished that Miss Emily andI would go to his father's and spend the eveningfor a lady of my acquaintance was there on avisit but I did not see fit to go I didnot think it would be right nor did Iwish to go after what has been said andI wish to have more respect for Eli thanto go in company with him at the presenteven if I had been well or able to go Iknow he does not wish me to go and why notobey his wish rather than that of others.
1845Jan153 oclock PM. - this is my birth day and I amnow 19 years old 19 years have passed overmy head never more to return. I am here inthis old schoolhouse with but 6 scholarsthis afternoon which gives me time to comp--are the present with the past, to look backone year and compare my situation then with thepresent last year I was sick and obliged toleave my school for a week now I am almostsick with the effects of a cold which I tookattending a party on the evening of the 6th instI am thankful that I have not been obligedto leave and go home but I have felt bad enoughto, sometimes but I am better now almost wellcompared with what I was a few days ago. I wishthat I could go home or be with my friendsbut that is not possible for I change my board-ing place again to night and go among strangers for to stay the rest of the week.16How it snows: there is but 3 scholars here tocommence school with this morning I hopethere will be more through the day if thereis not I shall be lonesome.- I went to Mr Wheeler'slast night and liked the people very much theyare so sociable that I could not be lonesomeand there they hold religion in veneration thereevening and morning they called upon God for help and protection and testified their gratitudeto Him for the many blessings daily bestowed on
1845Jan16them and ask to have those blessings contin--ued - How pleasant to see the father of afamily evening and morning lift thisvoice in praise and thanksgiving to theall wise Creator of the Universe thereto exert his influence in favor of truthand religion there to set the example ofpiety for his children to follow: How fewattend to religious devotion daily in theirfamily how many parents never pray beforetheir children neve set the example ofearly piety for them to follow I shouldlike the universalists for better if they attendedto divine worship if they paid more respectto piety. To see the professed Preachers ofthe gospel pass day after day and finalya whole week at a time and not evencall on their Heavenly Father for asingle blessing in their family itdoes not seem right to me17This morning Mrs Wheeler brought up thesubject of my present connection and shegave me much good advice the best adviceI ever received from mortal she advisedme to know my own heart and then decideaccordingly to let not the idea of worldly gaininfluence me in the least but as I thoughtI should be the happiest so decide not totrust to my fancy but to let judgment rule
and the old lady's benediction at partingand she wished ne [me] to not let my fancy rule.Mrs W advised me to obtain the help of someconfidential friend and to establish mymind immediately for if I did not anddelayed to give the negative answer andshould at some future time make up mymind soto do,it would injure both of us verymuch. - No Eli I will not forsake thee untilsomething more than that now brought againstthee that is true is presented in the shapeof faults I expect no one to be perfectwhile here below perfection is not for mortalsand he who has pictured to himself to dwell with perfec-tion will surely be disappointed there is no mistakemy life is short at most but I will not makegain to principal object in evry undertakingriches take to themselves wings and fly and if that ismy object to amass riches and dwell where love dothnot abound and they flee what would then be for mycomfort? would affection then spring up at thatlate hour would not repentance follow formy folly if I marry for wealth I shouldconsider that I let my fancy run away with myjudgement my father has told me never marrya man on account of his property but to lookto the disposition to the character there toput my reliance for wealth produces nohappiness where evile passions are concerned.
184518Jan4 oclock PM Alas Eli will not come I fear it blows hardand the snow flies it is dreary and I fear Ishall be obliged to stay at Mr Smith's oversunday, but no I shall not Eli is come hehas braved the storm and come for me hehas done this to please me and how shall Irepay him for all his kindness to me whathas he not done for me what has he notsacrificed for my sake19Am at home once more. I arrived at homethis afternoon it was so bad going last eve-ning that we did not get home we staidat Mr Dwinells over night and started thismorning and arrived at home a little afternoon some of the way we found it goodsleighing considering the late wind. I didnot get here in time to go to meetingand found them all gone but Grandmother24Today is Emeline's birth day and I have expectedto see her but now it snows and by what hasbeen said I expect to see her to-morrow if itis pleasant but if it is not I shall not seethis year again on her birth day25Excitement how easily I am excited even atnothing and all of a flutter my handstremble like a leaf O that I were alo[ne]far from the noise of the schoolroom that I might pour out the feelings which arepent up within my mind that I could
25Jan1845find relief in tears that calmness would cometo my mind the cause is small to producethis this letter that I have received hassupprised me to be addressed in this mannerby Tom was rather unexpected after I hadrefused to ride with him even a halfmile and then the sugar heart and the poetrythat accompaning it was rather singular consideringall things but I shall answer it so there willbe no mistake this time in respect to answerJan31The last day of my school glad am I andI can rejoice and call on others to rejoice withme that now I am at liberty that I can nowgo home and not be obliged to start backearly in the morning in the coldTonight am going to an Oyster supperand hope shall enjoy myself better thanI did last monday evening at a party atMr Blisses and I trust I shall I hope therewill not be the same company as thereFeb1Noon Am at home once more I attended thesupper last evening and enjoyed myselfmuch better than expected it was so coldlast evening that we did not come home5Alas it storms and we shall be obliged tostay at home I expected that Eli wouldcome here and we start on a visit thismorning but it is ordered otherwise and Imust not complain -
1845Feb6Evening: Eli has come and tomorrow we shallstart on our visit if nothing heppens to preventwe are going to visit his friends at the norththough they are strangers to me I hail them asfriends for they are his and they will seemnear to me on his account14Am at home once more came here this eveninghave been gone a week: the first night staidat Eli's fathers the next two staid at Br Taborswe spent the sabbath there and had a first ratevisit Monday went to Wheelock to Charles Matherson'sstaid there two nights went also to Mr Eastman'sMr Eatons and then on our way home called atBr Tabors again we had good visits at evry placeespecialy at Mr Mathersons; when there went intothe factory at that place: we on the whole had ajolly time while there Mrs M
Calais Feb the 16th 1844Respected friend we are now here in yourChamber enjoying all the blessings of life.and are blessed with health and friendsbut how long we can say this, or how long thiswil be the case with us we know notFebuary the 8 1846we have now been married almostone year and have lived in our farthershouse they seem to be very kind to usthey well knew our condition they knewwe was poor and destitute of a home andthey said to us Children come hometo your farthers house where there is breadenough and to spare we heeded the requestand came home to our farthers house andwe have found there was bread enoughand it was free and indeed it has proveda farthers house to me. I am as welcomhere to all apearense as ever I was to myown farthers house, how long it willbe so I cannot tell but I trust as longas I do my duty they will be the sameunchangeing Parents, and I hope that I shall so conduct myself asto be a blessing to them, and alsoa kind husband to the one that theygave me for my wife and I promised to love and Cherish
1845Feb18Weary and exhausted I returned from schooltired of evry thing that would once please memy mind would fain languish itself to a void[illegible] my spirits are at the lowest ebb I wouldgladly fly away and be at rest where the wearywickedceace from trouble and the weary are at restwhy should I fear to die indeathis the gate to endlesslife; it is the only separation between the trialsof this world and the joys of the next. Irejoice that this world is not my home thatI have a home in Heaven where joy dwellethforever more, there to meet the loved andlost of this earth and to part no more foreverif I walk in virtue's path here on earth it willbe well with me here it will be well with mehereafter. If I step from virtues path I hopeto be set back and have my feet guided in thestrait and narrow path235 1/2oclockPMEli is gone: yes. he has left us and I shallnot see him again for two long weeks. I thinkthat we have never parted under similarcircumstances or with similar feelings beforeand when I enquire the cause I srink [shrink] fromthe answer my own conscience would give forI know I am the principal cause for I knowI have done wrong that Eli feels bad for itI can not doubt: He did not upbraid me buthis manner plainly told me that it grievedhim to see me do thus I have tried to please
1845Feb23him; until now in an unguarded hour I haveoffended and strayed from the strait and narrowpath; until now I have strived to have hisevry wish gratified to please him if it laidin my power but alas! now is the spellbroken but I think in all of this the blamerests on me that I have cause to complainof no one but myself I was the first totransgress and now will I mourn in silenceno complaint shall pass my lips I will striveby my future actions to atone for the past1845March.2There is meeting to day; I went in the forenoonbut came home at noon as I did not feelvery well and here I am alone in my roomno one else but Grandmother in the house: We havehad company several days past Cousin Lauracame here Thursday and has been here since.It seems rather lonely here now for I haveseen Eli evry Sunday before for some timebut this day will pass without my beholdinghim it is even so and I must contentmyself. - We have our reward when we do right:if I do wrong my conscience condems me andI feel that I am out of the strait and narrowpath that leads to true happiness then wouldin vain strive to flee from busy conscience andits workings but all to no use and well forme that I have a conscience to upbraid mewhen I have done wrong to make me mend myways and turn to the path of duty.
1845MarchI see where the deficiency lies and until I can supplythis with moral courage any happiness will befleeting as the wind: when I have formed a goodresolution I have not firmness to carry it intopractice and und unless I reform in practice Iam a ruined child I see it plainly if Ipersevere I may come off conqueror; yes:even more than conqueror for my rewardwill be double and peace and happiness will smileupon me their approval; thus may it ever be.9Have spent the day at home Eli came here fridaywith his father and Mother he has staid until thisevening we had a good visit with his father andmother considering we had other company13Happy child I at this time happier thanI have been for a long time the Lord hathdelivered me out of my afflictions andnow will I rejoice and give the praise to HimWhy should I not rejoice and give thanksto the Lord? for he is my stay and supportin Him I live more and have my being.I should never know when I was happy if Idid not see trouble and I am thankful forthese light afflictions for they bind me moreclosely to my God they draw me near to Hispresence and leed me to see my own dependancethat of myself I can do nothing
1845March30Eli is here today; he came here last nightto stay over Sunday with us. he went to M onbusiness yesterday I expected him here fridaybut it was not convenient for him to come.He has to day received the consent of my fatherthat we may one day be united by strongerties than now exist between us never to besevered until deathApril6Pour out the grief O child of sorrow! for thytrouble is now doubled thy lot has thus farbeen one of tears and woe thou needst notlook for better times for if thou dost thouwilt have no for thy pains; thou lookest forithappinessand thinkest that it is now almostwithin thy grasp; that a few more days willaccomplish thy wishes and thy happiness willbe complete; but alas when thou thinkestleast of it thou art thrown back uponthy disappointed hopes and thou left tobrood over thy blasted expectations; thushas it ever been and thus it is now: fateis against thee, and thou will drag outa miserable existence where peace and plentyappear to dwell. Few indeed have been thy daysof happiness thy sensitive mind bairs [bears] up illyagainst the trials of thislife: this morning thou arose earlywith the feathered songster thou would gladlyhave tuneg [tuned] thy lay for happiness but now at nearsunset thou art in tears thy glee is turned tosorrow
1845Apr136, o-clock P M. Eli is gone; he has staid with mesince last nighthe wishes me to set the day that we will be mariedand he wishes it to be within a few days or weeksat least: what to do I know not I know notwhat is for the best but he is verry anxiousand if I thought it best I would by all meansdo it I wish to do as he wishes me if it is inmy power and it is right: The children haveannoyed me some this afternoon by their play Elvirabrought Elsey here to stay to-day while she wentto M__ to meeting: Father and Orrilla have goneto meeting at Montpelier. We have had allthe new sugar we wanted to eat to day.1911, o'clock at night: here I am at this late hourseated in the closet beside a trunk: I have beenabed but not being inclined to sleep I arose andwent into another room and found a candleand came back and put it with a match andnow I am here alone as Orrilla sleeps withGrandmother to-night. My mind wanders it is nothere it is in another place from this room and thoughI am tired I can notfindrest in sleep. I have been verybusily engaged the past week in spinning towand we finished to-day time enough to cleanthe room where we worked. Eli came justbefore dark to spend the sabbath here he cameup to my room this evenig and staid untilnear bed time was glad to see him and oncemore to give him the harty welcome
1845Apr20This evening Eli has set for the time for us to bemaried if nothing happens to prevent: then myfate will be fixed: then I shall enter upon newscenes; and new duties will devolve upon me mylife will be cast in different places fromwhat it has been and I shall have new trialsand temptations to overcome; my conduct willbe watched by the 'eagle-eyed critic' my faultsexagerated where now they are sheltered by paternalpaternallove and influence: and ere long my home willbe in the midst of those who are now strangers,but I pray I may have strength and courage andfortitude, all combined that I may dischargeevery duty that devolves upon me: that notemptation may be strong enough to cause meto step from the path of duty in which I oughtto walk: the trials will be great but O mayI come off conqueror always having virtueand religion for my guide; may I be willingand ready to make any sacrifices that my situationmay require; if I do wrong acknowledge myfaults and refer not to the faults ofothers; but bare my lot with christianpatience however dificult without onecomplaint or murmur; keep my tounge [tongue]from slander and my lips from speakingguile: and finaly do right in all things asnearly as lieth in my power in all caseswhatsoever
1845April21The wedding is past, and I have given myself away forlife I have vowed to loved and serve my husband for life.last evening between 7 & 8 o'clock the everlasting knotwas tied: I had no display at the ceremony I invited nocompany but those who belonged to the family. BrWarren preformed the ceremony he brought hisfamily with him so that my sisters were both here
1845May13 o'clock P.M. I sit down weary to detail the pastof this day in the morning we arose early andwent about 6 o'clock to Dea. Blisses where wemet a large company who were there assembledfor a May walk (though we did not knowas any one was to be there) but it rainedall the morning so they were obliged tostay in the house but at last they allstarted went to the woods to find flowersand then went to the meetinghouse commonand from thence to A. Kent's wherethey gave us some cake and pie to eatand then we returned home3Sad and alone I sit in my room waiting the decline of theday in anxious expectation of the arrival of my husbandthe time for his arrival which I fixed in my mind ispast and he has not come but I do not despair I trusthe will come if it is in his power to spend thesabbath with me -- Ah! yes he comes and I willhasten to greet him and receive his fond salutation.5Today have been washing but we have finished ingood season it has been a long forenoon to meand I fear the week will seem an age to me the storiesI have heared reported have sank my spirits to thelowest ebb: O that my husband were here to comfort andconsole me in this time of need now that I had thewhere to lay my troubled head to find comfortand support
1845May11th7 o clock PM. I have just returned from the east partof the town where I have been to meeting ithas been verry warm and my head aches so thatI feel rather uncomfortable. After meeting wecalled on Mr Albert Dwinell and his new brideand they came part way home with us15Have been to Mr Marshes to carry my bonnet to haveit whitened started early in the morning andcalled at Mr Woods a short time and wentto see aunt Delia and staid a few hours andcame home at near night it snowed all of theway and I had a hard time of it and got myclothes drabbled verry much25Have attended meeting to day Br Ballou preachedseveral called here to take supper to night.We have during the past week received a letterfrom Uncle Wm. A Tucker whom we have notheard from for several years. Eli started forCabot to night insted of staying until morningas he has done before but it is for the best I suppose.Wednesday afternnon. have been reading the letters Eli haswritten to me I was too tired to work; and to read theseletters, and live over again the happy hours I have spentwith him was a welcome pastime after the wearytoil of the forepart of the day, it seemed as thoughhe was again here with me with his ever welcomesmile to gladden my weary spirits: I look aroundbut his well loved form no where meets my sighthe is far hence perhaps weary and sick with no friend
1845May28to cheer no kind voice to soothe or friendly handto bathe his aching brow: O; that I could fly as onthe wings of a dove and comfort and console himwhen sick; sick at heart29J C M__ has returned to Vermont Father saw himpass by to-day and spoke with him he said he had anew set of teeth which altered his looks much.I wonder if he will call here to see me; he has notbeen in town for 4 years beforeJune1J C M__ called here this forenoon to see ushe did not stay long he came with cousinCharles. Mr Dwinell and his sister are hereto day he came last evening and wentto Br Warren's with us and his sistercame to day from Dea. Blisses.1 o'clock PM am going to start for Caboton a visit of two weeks hope shall havea good time visiting Eli's friends7Have been to visit at Mr R. Lance's hada good visit Eli came after us I wentwith Sister Sarah Ann.8Have been to meeting today to hear Br Burn--am preach he did not have over 20 hearersin the forenoon9Mrs Lance came to see us this afternoonshe made me promise to visit her before Ileave Cabot and I intend to visit MrsWalace tomorrow and Thursday Mrs Lancewithout fail
1845June12thI arrived at home from Mr Lance's at aboutsundown we walked there but Ira came afterus and when I got home I was tired enoughand my head ached some13Eli has sent for me to come to Blisses to nightthat he can carry me home tomorrow Mothersays she does not see what he wants of methere and she shall go and carry me and ifI can come back fetch me back but I knowhe will not let me go back for he said he meantI should stay there one week and they have keptme here thus far. I never enjoyed myselfbetter in my life than since have been here217 o'clock PM Eli has come and Sarah Ann hascome with him to stay a few days with us andI anticipate great pleasure while she is here.24Miss F.H.C. and Miss C.B. called here to seeSarah Ann and Ortensa come from school tostay over night with us Orrilla has beenhome evry night this week; Alfred came to-dayafter Sarah Ann but they will not return untiltomorrow25Today they are raising the mill which father ishaving built over this summer. Alfred cariedSarah and me over to Orrillas school and she camehome with us; A__ and S__ have returned home thisevening I was in hopes that they would stayanother nigh but they could not be persuaded to,Eli came just before they started and went to theraising.
1845June26This morning Eli went to Cabot with Br. Warren.Uncle Sidney came here about noon and staidsome time in the room where I was weavingand he is going to stay and help them finish raisefor they did not raise the roof yesterday: CousinCharles came out to Br Warren's and brought hisMother he came down here to dinner and afterdinner he went after his team and carriedMother and me to Br Warren's to see hisMother; in the afternoon when the rest wereall out of the room he asked me if I enjoyedmyself better since I was married than I didbefore? I told him much better; I know notwhy he should ask such a question but I canguess the reason; I have not seen him beforesince was married to hardly speek to him he washere with J.C. Mallory but I only passed thecompliments with him: if he feels as I haveheard he does I pitty him; Aunt Lucy toldwhat Jason said when he was at her houseI am sorry for what has been said this springfor I think it has injured him much inthe estimation of the people this waymore than he thinks of; I can hardly helpthinking but that some has been said to injure me"he that robs me of my good name robs me of thatwhich not enriches him but makes me poor indeed"at any rate I think there has been some crookedstories told by a certain person or persons but they
1845June26will have to answer for them not I so I will let it restfor the less I have to say the sooner it will be endedA certain peddler from Ct. appears to know allabout matters and things and he said Elvira told 25lies and that he would have seen me if it had cost5 dollars; if I had known it, it might have troubledhim to have accomplished his purpose for I dontlike to see folks too smart he said I promisedto marry Jason but the Old folks were displeasedso that he should never do any thing about it.I expected this afternoon to have to stay withElvira but before dark Lester and Eli camehome and Eli came up after me29James Morse called here to-day twice once inthe morning but I was gone out into the fieldand Eli came after me but we did not getback before he was gone for we stopped to pickstrawberries too long; and then he calledthis evening; it rains so that Eli willnot go to Cabot to night he has been towork for Father for two days pastJuly4This day is the anniversary of the declarationof independence of our country with joy we hailits approach it reminds us that we are a free andhappy people that no yoke of oppression but what we allowis bound upon our shoulders but how was this freedomobtained alas! by the spilling of much blood by the lossof Americas dearest sons by the sacrifice of wealth andall the heart holds dear on earth no price was too dear
1845July4but what it was paid cheerfully, they gave up allfor that which was dearer to them than life their freedomthey left their families and friends and all and foughtfor their country's cause, and rich was their reward theyobtained their freedom both of boddy and mind and tous they have transmitted this precious legacy and to usthe future generation will look for it from our handsunsullied as when we first received it from the patriotsof the revolution and shall they receive it thus thatis for the people to answer. Have staid at home to daybecause I felt unwell in the morning Father & Motherwent to the celebration: my husband was not here so Icould not go but I did not care much about going6Have staid at home to-day there is a meeting at themeetinghouse but Eli could not go so I staid at homehe was writing a letter to his cousin J.E.P.__ but he did notfinish it for he slept too long. Orrilla went to meetingwhen she came home Dianna came with her. Eli startedback for Cabot 3 1/2 o'clock we all rode about half a milewith him and we came part of the way back throughthe woods and field it was through the same fieldand woods that in my younger days I used tosport when released from my task and the everwatchful eye of the schoolmistress there we a happyband erected swings built playhouses or culled thechoicest fruit to present to our teacher or chasedthe gay butterfly in our pursuit of flowers to adornour teachers desk these reflections crowded uponmy mind as I wandered past the well known retreat
1845July6I entered the schoolhouse it was unaltered save what thehand of time required there it stood looking as naturalas life and there is the verry seat on which I havesat many a day whilst I was tugging hard up science'shill, and there I received the many precepts that are[illegible]to effect my after life, there like at the home circlethe influencereceivedis felt through life: but thesedays are past these happy days of childhood have givenplace to the more active scenes of life and neveragain to return, and the companions of these hourswhere are they? I receivein answeronly the faint echo, wheresome have gone to the far west others I know notwhere some have gone to their long homes whilefew only of us yet remain near the scenes of ourearly days and probably I too soon shall be astranger among these well loved places soon myname will be remembered only as one that wasbut is not soon will this boddy turn to dust andthis spirit to my God who gave it I too shall decaywith all things earthly: I can but drop a tear to thememory of the past to the happy days that havefled, yet they can not be recalled and regrets are uselessI will plant contentment within my bosom forthat will true happiness I will not repine atthe hardness of my lot nor be discouraged whentrouble and sorrow oppress I will seek supporton High there is a source which never fails in Godwill I trust I will come unto Jesus and 'cast mycares on him and take his yoke on me for it is
1845July6easy and his burden for it is light' then shall Ibe happy then shall I be at rest.Miss E.__ B__ Stone the lady with whom Eli was onceverry intimate has returned to Cabot I suppose shethinks he has treated her unkindly in thus leavingher thus and he thinks he has a reasonable excuseI hope ere long he will call on her and have itsettled if it costs the last cent he possessesfor his sake I wish it settled for as it is if hedoes not loveherit will cause him many unpleas--ant feelings; and one to occupy the place whichanother thinks rightfully belongs to her; causesmany a cloud to pass over my brow, when I thinkthat probably she loved him as well no perhapsbetter than I, that she mourns his loss more thanif he had been dead for hardly a day has passedsince her return but what she must have seenhim and to see him and to think that he ismarried to annother is the worst of it all, butI hope she cares not for it that she lays it notto heart but will rise superior to all that hasbeen said and show that she cares not for himI wish that she may prosper and yet be happyand it would be wrong in me to try to injure herin the least or say the least thing against herI never have seen her therefore know nothingagainst her and probably our acquaintancewill never be great even if we shouldlive near each other -
1845July9'When I would do good evile is present with me'I make many good resolutions but involintarilybreak them I render not good for evile but evilefor evile sin worketh in me to do many thingswhich are forbidden in the 'holy law of love' yetI perceive it not until I am overcome with eviledoings -117 o'clock P.M. I have now retired to my room after thelaborious task of this day is performed: for several dayspast I have been whitening some linnen yarn andto-day it has required much attention but eveninghas come and I shall soon find rest - I willnot dread the future but look forward with hopefor better days, that better prospects will soondawn upon my head. about 8 o'clock Mrs Tobyand Catherine called here -13- I have staid at home to-day it was too warm togo to meeting at Woodberry and Eli's eyes are so sorethat he can not go out much without his glassesand he is doctoring his eyes. Last week Eli went tosee Miss Stone and had all things settled with herand I rejoice that it is over and past.14How it rains a thunder storm indeed this forenoonbut it did not come before we needed it for it wasgetting rather dry: Eli has gone to the east partof the town and I fear he will get wet andtake cold
1845JulyHow a paper and even the smallest thingwill bring to mind the transactions of by gonedays things that time has almost erased fromour memory and we live over again as it werethe scenes of early days we dwell with delight onthe happy days we have spent and heave the sighto the memory of the dark hours of trouble.158 o'clock P.M. I have just returned from Montpelierwhere I have been to see a caravan of animals thetents were so crowded that it was verry warm anduncomfortable - Different far different weremy situation and feelings to day than they werenearly five years ago when I attended a similarexhibition not in respect to what I there sawbut in respect to my own verry self: then I waswith one who was aspiring to the highest placein my esteemaffections; now with my dearly belovedhusband and now I have different hopes andexpectations: the present that I that eveningreceived I still keep and weare to remind meof what has been but what is not of what I thencould have been if I had chosen it. -15Elmina was there and she appeared very diff-erently than I expected she was verry sociab-le and kept verry near us most of theafternoon I was happily disappointed inher actions, appearance and even evrything
1845July20This morning started and went to meeting wehad been there but a short time before weheared that Sister Sarah Ann had been thrownfrom a carrage and hurt verry badly and Eliwent directly for his horse and we startedas soon as possible and found her injuredvery much she was thrown out of the wagonand struck the small of her back againsta log and I fear she is beyond recovery. -21Have been this evening to see Sarah Annshe is lamer than yesterday: Lester went with me235 1/2 o'clock PM have just returned fromthe funeral of Aunt Polly Templetonshe has been sick many years and nowshe is gone where there is no more painor sickness and we can not wish her backto this world of trouble to suffer on as shehas. We started about 10 1/2 o'clock this morningit rained then and has rained ever sinceand our horse acted so bad in the processionthat we could not go to the grave Orrilla droveand father had Charles ride with us and driveas far as we came on his way: we was wet enou--gh when we got home and had some mud on us26- 7 o'clock PM. Have just returned from Mr KentMrs Kent died last night but I did not knowit until I arrived and I staid and helpedthem prepare for the funeral which is tomorrowshe had a verry dirty house to clean and in fact
1845July26evry thing was dirty. Mr Kent told me he hadlived with his wife near forty years and neverhad a hard word or a word of dificulty passedbetween them fromfrom the first time he sawher, she was indeed an excellent womanand may I practice her virtues coppy herexample and live as christian like a lifeas she lived and die as happy as she diedOne thing I wish that like her I maynever speek a cross word to my husband thatlike her no domestic broils may embitter my happiness.Two of Br Warren's sisters came to see him andthey sent for Orrilla and me to come and seethem this afternoon but we were not at home.27I did not go to the funeral this afternoonfor I felt the effects of yeterday's jaunt toomuch: we have had lots of company that cameform the funeral for it rained. Eli startedfor Cabot as soon as it stopped raining.30Br. Warren came down here for me to go up to hishouse this morning Miss Frost &. Miss Whitneyfrom Wms.town were there and I had a goodvisit came home at 2 o'clock P.M.Aug1Ortensa staid here last night and camefor her dinner as we had string beans to-dayfor dinner Mrs Ballow & Mrs Snow called andtook dinner and then went to Warren's motherwent with them and so I had to stay at homeI intended to have gone to see Ermina.
1845Aug.1stFive years ago to-day Elvira moved to Williamstowndoes it seem so long? no: to look back it is but asyesterday that we parted to live together no moreas we had done I to live here and she there andwhere else her husband saw fit she then casther self as upon the unknown ocean notknowing what her fate would be.2d5 o'clock P.M.It rains and I fear Eli will have a hard time cominghome to night if he comes at all but I trust he willcome for he never has failed of coming evry satur-day night as yet long and lonesome will itbe if he does not come when I expect him theleast stir or noise causes me to listen for his com-ing and my mid is ill at ease3d5 o'clock P.M. Eli is gone, and how lonesome it is; itseems as though I coud not have him go to-nightI felt differently than I ever have before when he leftI know not why but I can not account for mypresent feelings the present circumstances are suchthat I do not feel as I would with that I did I amuneasy and long for the time to come when I shallbe with and live with my husband that hills andvalleys may not intervene, but that we may dwellin one house and be to each other what we should beand help to bear each others burdens it seemes not when living thus that he has taken me to be his 'helpmeet onearth his partner in the tomb his companion in Heavenbut I will not despair but look forward to the time whenwe shall live together and hope it will be ere long.
1845Aug 3dJames M - came over with Eli last night and hehas been here most of the time since: in the forenoonEli and I rode out went to Dea. Blisses and Ermina camehome with us I have hardly seen her before sinceshe came home before we went out with Elviraand picked some raspberries and when we cameback we found Mr Sheldon and wife and two childrenhere old Aunt Naoma as she is called came herelast night to stay with us it is not right I thinkfor people to practice visiting on sunday but thereis certain times when I think it would not be impr-opper but to have a hous continualy throngedon the sabbath is unsupportable where one doesnot visit on the sabbath they are not apt to receivecompany. -9thP.M. How warm it is the heat has almost overcomeme it seems that I never stood its effects so poorlybefore I know not what will become of me if this wea--ther lasts long I surely can not work for I shallnot have strength to perform that which is neces-sary for human comfort12Evening:  Aunt Reachelll and Emeline camehere this afternoon and Orrilla came hometo night and a jolly time we have had whenthey went home we went to Dea Bliss' and thenErmina came out a little ways with us15Have been to visit Ermina this afternoon shecame here this forenoon to invite us to come andsee her Miss E Morse was here to wash and went too.
184516Aug6 o'clock P.M. Eli has come and Br Burnham and wifecame with him. Cousin Charles & Laura called atOrrilla's school and brought her home and aregoing to stay over night. Eli and I called at Uncle Hall's.17Have been to meeting part of the day but Elihad the headache so we did not stay all daywhen he started for Cabot I road a short distancewith him.  Orrilla rode out with Charles & Laura.19Orrilla and I started this morning to visit two of our aunts and so father harnessed a horsefor us to ride and the horse ran and actedso that father told us we should not driveit for it was as much as we both could do tostop it and it affrighted me verry muchand we came back to the house and thenwent on foot so we could not makebut one visit but we had a good visit24Am now at Cabot came here today Mrs Mathewson and hersister are here and we shall have a jolly time while she stays26Am today at Mr Lance's Eli came and brought me here toa lecture on mnemonics last evening and Orlando broughtSarah Ann I shall stay a day or two.30To night there is a party at Mr J Morse's and we have all hadan invitation and Sarah Ann is going with Jesse.How I shall feel to go there among strangers I shall feelso that I can not act myself I shall act as awkward asthough I never saw saw [sic] or heared of a party in mylife but I can not help it go I must decency demands it.
1845Aug31I feel the effects of the last nights carousal plainly to daysuch a place has no charm for me their fun and nonsenseis vanity and vexation to me my mind is not with themit srinks [shrinks] from the thoughts of such a scrapeSept2Have been rather out of tune to day, didnot sit up but verry little in the forenoonI rode to Danvil Green yesterday in the after--noon in company with Mrs Mathewson andtook cold.3 Sarah Ann and I started to go to Br Burnha-m's this afternoon but they were not at home sowe went to Mr Moulton's when coming home we sawEli out with his horse and carriage and I wishhe would come home to-night for I want to seehim verry much.6At my fathers once more we started fromCabot at 3 o'clock and arrived here about sundown7Orrilla was absent when I came home she was on avisit to see cousin Roxana and she and Miss A.White who returned with ther called here this after--noon was glad to see her for she has been gonemore than a yeat that the factory - We intendedto go to Woodberry to meeting to day but it rainedso this morning that it was not convenient.11We have had company this afternoon several ofthe neighbors called and we had a jolly time.14It has rained so that there has been no mee-ting to day. Mr Eddy and wife came here lastnight and would have gone if it had not rained
1845Sept14Mr J.M. from Cabot called here this after noon andwe went with him to see George Jacobs who is verrysick - Orrilla rode there with Jesse and came backwith us we had to come back in the rain.161 o'clock PM Eli is gone he did not go back to his worklast night as he generaly does and he and fatherhave been off on buisness this forenoon. I feelrather weak to day the effects of somethinglike an ague fit last night.How quick despair will find its way to the breastof man as soon as hope blessed hope is fled -O hope thou life and light of man's existencethou wert given to man by the Old Wise Rulerof the Universe to be his blessing through thisvale of tears to guide him onward in the timeof trouble and point tohim happier days yetto comeOct3Alone! how dreaded that sound to the ear allhave gone and left me alone in the housemy mind wanders to what is past and then returnsto the present from which it recoils as fromthat which is insupportable how can I submit toall such I need patience and humility toput up with all and swallow it down asgood I wish I could let it all pass withouta wordeveningEli has come home and moved all of his tools andnow intends to stay here for awhile. Orilla wentto M- center and Cousin Roxana came home with her
1845Oct 5Evening: Have been to Moscow to meeting today MrHathaway and wife came here last night andto-day went to meeting Orrilla went with themand came back with us we called on Mr A Dwinellafter meeting before we reached home it rained hard8Evening. This evening we all went up to the meeting houseto hear a woman preach but we were disappointedthere was no meeting there on our return backwe were overtaken by Mr. M. & Sarah Ann who hadbeen to the house and finding no one there wentto Mr Warren's and hearing of the meeting startedto go but they met Lester who told them thewhole story so they turned and overtook us.12 Have been to meeting to-day two Mr Dwinells and theirwives called here and took dinner and one calledthis evening after meeting. it has rained mostof the afternoon and when they started for homeit rained so hard that Mrs. D- left her bonnetand dress and wore home one of mine they livein a public house so they were obliged to go homein the rain they could not stay until morning.13Ira came after Sarah Ann to-day and he toldus that his father and mother and the wholefamily were going to Manchester in a fewweeks it does not seem hardly possible thatthey are all going off - I fear Eli will not becontented here if his father's family all go andleave him as one alone but I hope it is not so.
1845Oct19Have been to Uncle Hall's Eli was going to Woodberry &Orrilla was going to Uncle Hall's so rather than beleft alone I went with her we rode with Eli.29Sad and alone I enter my room no kind husband's smileis there to welcome my approach; the whole evening hasbeen lonesome to me, there was a vacancy in thefamily circle one love one was missing; he hasgone to Cabot he heared last evening that his fatherwith his whole family had gone to Manchester thereto stay at least one year and longer if they choose.30Evening: Eli has come but he has had rather badluck he has broken his waggon verry badly sothat he could not ride home in it: he foundthat his sister had not gone with the restto Manchester but was staying to regulate thehouse before she leaves there is so strong indu--cements for her to stay he thinks perhapseshe will remain in Cabot time will tell.31Cousin Celia is here and I have been to MrWarrens with her she wanted to see ElsaEli is mending his waggon to dayNov9Have been to meeting to we had a youngpreacher by the name of Payne to preach, hebrought Amanda Cole with him was verryglad to see her have not seen her beforesince last winter though she has been intown once before
1845Nov23There has been a funeral at the meeting house to day it wasthe funeral of Mrs Woodard it was verry rainy andwe did not hear where it was to be until late this morni--ng so that it was not convenient for us to go. - Thus in a few short years has Mr Woodard been robedof two wives by the fel destroyer death he is lefta second time alone to mourn the loss of hisnearest earthly friend.27Thanksgiving-day: Lonesome indeed it seems there isno meeting that I know of and it has rained nearly allday Br Warren and his family have been here thisafternoon his sister Paulina was there and shecame with them Eli has been absent most of theday from the house at the mill: Thanksgiving wasso unexpected this year that scarcly any one was preparedfor it they did not expect it until next monthwe all felt disappointed for we expected to go tomeeting and there was so short notice and thegoing was so bad that it was not convenientthere is quit a contrast between this day andthanksgiving day last year then we went tomeeting and all things went on differently; diffe-rent feelings existed then from what does nowDec2We have this evening written a letter to father Goodnough'sfolks we have not heared directly from them sincethey left and have waited until now for a letter.7Have been to meeting to day this is the last meetingwe expect at the meeting house this winter thehouse is so large and open it is not comfortable
Dec7Cousin Laura called here after meeting and staiduntil evening.14We went to Charles' last evening and did notget home until this evening when he came wefound Uncle Toby and wife here and Mr. Herseythe school teacher came in to spend the eveningWe were glad to see Uncle Toby and hope allhardness will cease to exist.18Am preparing to go to Montpelier to day to callwhen we come home at Cousin Hiram's and make them a visit. I am doing up my visitingthis week for the presentEvening: we arrived at home about 7 or half past I wassick and vomited when riding it has snowed allthe afternoon.21Have spent the day at home reading have feltalmost sick most of the day despair fairly got holdof me and I felt sick, sick at heart.1846Jan 1I am preparing to go to a wedding Cousin Emelineis to be married this evening and we all have had an invitation even to Grandmother: I shall goto please Eli not to please myself my situationis such that it does not seem that I can enjoymyself at all - Another year has numbereditself with those that are past and we are allalive and well enjoying the choicest of high Heaven's blessing good health for this and themany other rich boons we ought to return oursincere thanks to the all Wise Ruler of the
1846Jan1stUniverse and ask him to still continue to watchover and preserve us from the temptations andills which mortals here below are subject when leftto follow their own lusts and are not guided bythe teachings of the divine Word of God whois good to all, to the evile and unthankfull.When we look to the past it is like a dream alla mystery when we cast our mind into the futureit is uncertain and we know not what will beour condition or situation; and well it is forus that we know not the future or what trialsand sufferings we are to meet with; so clleerup that we can press onward in the pathmarked for us to pursue that we may nurve [nerve]ourselves to perform evry duty that devolveson us without a murmur or complaint.2And now what about the wedding? why they hada splended time of it in the first place thecards we received for the invitation weregrand, and in fact they had evry thing inthe best style for so large a company allher nearest relation and part of his wereinvited all the old folks went away or mostof them at least at 9 o'clock in the eveningand the younger ones staid to have a jolllytime we did not stay but got homeabout 10 o'clock. And certainly evry thingwent on well first rate I enjoyedmyself better far better than expected
1846Jan4there were two couple from Cabot besides MrJesse Morse who was here with whom I wasacquainted and I had a good visit with themHave been to Charles Marsh's to day and on our waythere called at J.S. Dwinell's we found them allwell and at Charles' I think they were glad to see us.11Have been to meeting to heear the Rev B-Parmer preach liked him much betterthan expected18 Arrived at home this evening, we went lastfriday to Woodberry to visit Eli's relation therestaid Friday night at one of his cousins wentsaturday to see his Grandfather & Grandmotherwe intended to return home at night but theweather was so bad we could not convenientlyso we staid at one of his Uncles and startedfor home as soon as convenient we rode as far asUncle Hall's and were obliged to call and warm and theywould not let us go until after dinner.20All is bustle and confusion in preparation for a partytomorrow evening Aunt Rachael has been here helpingmake the cake.21O! that I had a place where to put myself that I shouldbe away from the noise and confusion of the partythis evening I intended to go away and not be here butEli thought it was not best, but it is notany good will to the party that I stayfor I do not consider that I have been well usedconcerning it for they knew my feelings and situationand that I wished them to have it the first of sleighing
184622Jan.The party is over and glad am I. it was not much of a partyto me for I staid in the kitchen nearly all of the timeI had no desire to unite with the rest in their sportsCousins Laura & Roxana staid over night and will staya day or two. I have been spinning linnen todaybut do not feel verry bright after the party.24This is Emeline's birthday she made me promisethe evening of the party to visit her to-day so I wentaccordingly had a good visit returned home about 7 1/4 o'clockthis evening. Eli carried me there and then came after me.Last evening visited at Mr Wood's J.W.E. Bliss and wifewere there they did not like it that we did not visitat their house the night after the party here andsaid considerable about it in a manner that wasnot verry agreeable to me it was not of much concequencefor I thought they were unreasonable to expect us.27Eli & Orrilla have been to Montpelier to day they didnot get home until near dark this evening wehave company there is 9 couple they are all merryand appear to enjoy themselves there is a party atthe north part of the town and some of them are goingto attend so they did not stay verry late.Feb.6Today Charles Marsh & Mr Eaton and their wives have beenhere they Married sisiters who were Eli's cousins Mr Eatonis from Sutton we visited there last winter and nowthey have returned the visit they came about noonand staid until dear dark Mr Perryand wife childcame aboutthe time they went away: we had a good visit with them they each brought one child with them.
1846Feb6,They almost concluded almost to stay once overnight but at last they alteered their mindsEli thought they would have staid overnight if Father had come home but he did notcome until dark.8 Have spent the day at home reading some amwell as usual. Last evening Eli went with apeddler to Kents corner and saw severalof his old friends from the east part of thetown who came over to dancing school22To-day road out called on Aunt Prisilla foundher not verry smart having a bad cold.March1Spent the day at home Cousins Eliot & Roxanacame here this afternoon and staid a short time6Ive started this morning and went to Uncle Suel'sand staid in the forenoon in the afternooncalled at cousins John's & Joel's staid at Joelsand took supper Eli has worked in Joels shopthrough the day we returned homeearlyin theevening as the roads were bad I have not beento Uncle Suel's for 6 years to make a visit.8Have been to see Elvira today Mr Warren is gone toEast Montpelier to preach I have not beenthere since snow came before I walked up therebut Eli came after me. probibly I shall notwalk so far again at present for it did meno good perhaps nere again shall I visit my sisteror at least not at present
1846March 15Elvira started to go to meeting this morningbut it was so bad going that she did go but a fewrods by the house before the horse got into thesnow so that they were obliged to take the horse fromthe sleigh and E- turned and came back andstaid until Mr Warren came back at night.17To-day a little afternoon Elis Uncle Chandler Braddishand Mr Mathewson and wife came here Mrs. M is thesame creature that she was last winter when we visitedher and last summer when she was at Cabot all lifeand animation.18To-day we have all been to Montpelier to visit theState House Mr & Mrs Mathewson had never seenit before Mrs M trained some about the sittingroom in the tavern where we called theycame back here and after supper Chandlerwent home but the rest are to stay untilmorning when they will start for Wheelockon the whole we have had an excelent visitsince they have been here.22Catharine B- and Cousin Roxana came herethis forenoon Orrilla started to go and seethem but she had not gone far before shemet them I have staid in the chamberand kitchen most of the time to-day273 1/2 o'clockHave been confined to the sugar kettle for mostof the day or thus for Eli has undertaken to carryon the sugar place this spring and the sugaringoff devolves on me this is the first time and I
1846March 27fear there will be but little made hardly enough topay the expense of commencing but we will hopefor the best. Mr Warren's folks came down to eatsugar this afternoon and Mr E- Kent has justcalled
1860Feb11thEli is dead he died this morning at two oclockhis suffereings are ore he is at rest but not so withme mine have but just commensed but howcan I live without him he has always shieldedme from harm and been my comfort and support I could flee to him and unbosom my wholesoul and he would sympathise and consolewe lived in close communion with each otherand now his loss is doubly great: it was seldomhe ever found fault with any thing I doneand what I wanted if money could buy it I had it: but it is passed liked a dreamno more will his pleasant voise greet my earno more his encouraging smile will guide me onwe have done all we could for him doctorsskill could not same him he was in so muchdistress all of the time that I could not talk withhim about his affairs or about his situationI tried but it would raise his fever andthey said I should kill him
1860Apr20Fifteen years have now passed: fifteen years sinceI was married; but alas! how changed I have nowno kind and indulgent husband I am indeed awidow with four children depending on me:no bright anticipations now gladden my heartall is care and anxiety I am now fourteenlong and weary miles from my relatives I seethem but seldom; a friend now is a friend indeedMy husband has been dead a little more than two months we had lived here in Hardwick two yearsbefore he died: there was a paper got upwhich was read at his funeralthattestified that he had not left and enemy in Hardwickbut though he had many friends I had but fewacquaintances: my sensative nature srinks from strangers'eyes: I can only live and be happy surrounded byfriends I have too little confidense in myselfto go forward and accomplish what I need thereis that srinking from duty which is verry troublesome to me.I went into the sugar place as soon as it was light thismorning and staid with Myron who is now fourteeen yearsold he takes care of the sugar place this spring
Jan 1st 1861Have been to Walden to Mr RichardsonsFather went with us and he made Mr R- anoffer of 2100 for his farm and Father andMother went to Mr Eddy's to stay over night andare going to see Mr R- tomorrow and his is totell him if he accepts of his offer I did notget home until after dark we me Jacobgoing to the village there is a ball at the tavernto-night and we met a great number of teams.2d  Diped 23 dozen of candles this forenoon had notgot through when Father got back he said MrR- had concluded to let me have the farm andFather let me have 100 dollars to pay in whenI took a deed which is to be the 16th of this monthwent to Mr Joseph Thomas's this evening and paidMrs Thomas for her work when Charlie was sick itwas 25 cts3dToday is the day the President appointed for fast school did not keep and the children are at homJacob has been to Woodberry and finished drawingthe granite steps they are left near Mr Smith's housefor him to sell Jacob broke Oscar Thomases iron bar andcarried it to the blacksmith to have it mended and I amto pay Oscar for getting it mended when he comesout here
Dec4th  Have been alone with Charlie to-day Jacobworked for The Thomases Myron has gone tothe post office this evening5th Jacob worked fro Mr Thomas in the forenoon his brother came at noon and he wentto the village at 3 o-clock Myron Charlie &I went to L B Drews in the evening. Thelast time I went there with Eli it was Jan1st 1860 - what has one short year accomplishedfor me - hopes blasted expectations failed I have nowno bright anticipations of the future when I pauseto think care & sorrow stare me in the facemy greatest ambition is to see my children growto be virtuous and respectable and form goodcharacters and how to accomplish the greatest goodto them they are my all to live for when I canbe of no more use to them my task in life is accom-plished.6thToday is the sabbath bright in the morning butclouds soon obscure the sky like the life brightand prosperous at times but soon obscured by cloudsof trouble and sorrow7thJacob worked for Mr Thomas and Charliewent to school so I am all alone8thMr Smith & Wife called here he had soldthe betting harness for 4,50 he talked aboutmy moving to Walden and thought it a verry bad move he said he could not go
with me to Walden next week wednesday andas soon as he was gone I sat down and wroteto Father and went and carried it tothe office and called to see Francis Lewiswho is verry sick9thStaid all alone and sowed on my calico dressno one came into the house after the childrenwent to shool except Jacob at noon10thCharlie staid at home and Jacob worked for Mr ThomasI cut Edwards coat in the afternoon11th All the children staid at home it was so coldand the wind blew hard Jacob went to the village12thDone the satursdays work Jacob went to B FThomas to hire out15thToday is my birthday I am now 35 Father has come up here to night16Have beene today to Walden to take a deedof a farm paid one hundred dollars towardsit: it has snowed all day hard when we gothome found Mr Foster here: had the sickhead ache all the evening.17Went with Mr Foster to the village he tookup the French note and gave me a noteagainst Holton & Judevine for 555,50payable 27 of next March went into the tavern was introduced to Mrs F T Bridgman forthe first time
18Dorothy Farr and her brother & sister came herewe sent after the children at school was gladto see Dorothy she has worked for us one summer sincewe have lived here and some before she said it seamed like home here only Eli was gone19Dorothy started for home at noon the boyswent up to the village in the forenoon20Jacob had the team to go to west Woodberryand Eddie went with him23Myron & Jacob have gone to spelling school NancyFoy came here and spent the evening24Jacob has gone to Cabot and Marshfield and the children and I are left alone25Mryon & Eddie went to the school down theriver from here when they had finished doingthe chores there is two horses 20 sheep and 40 headof horned cattle kept here this winter26After Myron had done the chores he went tothe Post Office and found a letter from J.E. Pierce and Wife he wrote he lost 37,41 onthe horses he had of me27Have been almost sick to-day have not set up allof the time Jacob came back this evening28Have done the washing and made a sheet badas I felt yesterday29Have been to the village and bought Myrontwo coats and a vest and Flora cloth fora dress she staid at home and I have commencedmakng it for she thinks she needs it verry much
Jan29One year ago to-day, Oh the thought! Eli was taken sick and little did we think how soonhe would leave us how soon we should feel theloss of his protecting arm and we left to mournhis early death: when he had laid plans for lifemany years and thought to enjoy the manythings he had laid up around him but alasman little knows what his Maker has in storefor or how soon his end may come30Sowed on Floras dress what time I could getbesides doing the house work 31 Finished her dressFeb 1stRosett Hunt came home from school with thechildren and they went down the river to a prayermeeting and I done my weeks mending this evening,2dChandler Braddish & wife Oscar Thomas & wifecame her [here] it rained hard when they came they urged me hard to go home with them and Ithought once I would go but on going outof doors I concluded to wait until next saturdayI had not done my saturdays baking when theywent away and I sat up until after 11 o clockto get it done and some of the ironing is not done3dIt is colder this morning if I had concluded to goto Woodberry last night should have had a goot [good] time4thWashed to day it took me until supper timeFlora & Myron went to the schoolhouse to meeting6thMr Richerson came here and says I can moveany thing I can pack away in the barn havebeen this evening to Mr Drews to get his horse touse with mine to do my moving John Drew has
Feb6thcome home today from Mass.. where he has beenmost of the time this winter business is so dullthere on account of Southern Dificulties MrsWarren Mr Drew's daughter was there: therewas a meeting again at our schoolhouse ElderThurber Preached but my children did not goto night there was to much fun among theyoung people last night to suit me7Jacob went to Walden with a load of goodsand I told him to leave the cows in the barnand I would let them out but such a timeas I had getting to the barn it blowed & snowedthe worst I ever did see it and the path wasdrifted full the children came home withJacob when he came from walden8The children tried to get to school but before theyhad gone half way they were obliged to turn andcome back and one was crying because so cold theythought theirfeetwere froze9It was so cold and the roads were so drifted I thought we could not go to woodberry as we agreed to for the children were all nearly sick with colds all cough badly Went toWolcot carried some corn but it was so fullof cobs that they did not want to buy it neverfelt so worked up in my life as when the mancome to empty one bag of corn and said he would take no more than that and thatmust be at a reduced price
10Myron & Jacob went to west Woodberry: in the evening Joseph Thomas & wife & Martha Lewiscame in: the children poped some corn.11One year ago to day Eli died and what I havefelt and endured no one but my God canknow in this short year: sad and alone withthe care of a large farm and four childrento see to and look out for and no friendsnear to comfort and consoleI have been alone to-day no other one on thepremises and it has been lonesome indeed12It has rained so Jacob could not go to waldenand the children went to school on footwe thought it would spoil our road downto the bridge Mr Drew drove over here in theevening to get his trap13Jacob went to Walden and John Drew came here toborrow sleigh to peddle fish14Jacob went to Walden with a load and Charliestaid at-home with me15It has stormed so this morning that Jacob did not go to Walden and he and Charlie went to school this afternoon16Mr Smith & Mr Thomas came here to agree onthe price of a hog sold to Mr Thomas andhe took it home when the children came homeJacob went to Walden carried corn and a cubbo--ard and a table he has been 7 times with a load
1861Feb17Today have been almost sick and have not sat up much I work evry day in the week except sundaysand when my work is hard it wears on one I haveno recreation no play days it is toil on for yourchildren from early in the morning until lateat night but if they will only be good childrenand do right I have all the reward I ask I willtoil cheerfully for them18Washed to day what I thought we could not get alongwithout19Mr Foster came up with a load of oats the first timehe has comewith a loadwe have been looking for him sometime and thought he must be sick but he said theweather and roads were to bad for him20Took of Mr Foster 186 dollars and a note of 431with his name on it and a note against MrBulock of 50 dollars21Miss H- Whitlock came with J. DrewJohn Drew came and paid his note 84,48. Thechildren are all gone to school except Myronand he has gone to Walden with a load of grainthey went down to the red school house it isthe last day of school in that district as well asours I was all alone and seated myself to lookover my accounts and had not been at thedesk five minutes when Mrs Jackson Thomas cameto spend the afternoon it snowed and blowed so hardthat Franklin Thomas came and brought thechildren home from school
22dIt blowed so hard that the boys did not go to WaldenJacob went with me in the afternoon to thevillage to pay out some money it was drifted sobad in one place that we tiped over the sleighFeb23Mr Resolved Mack was buried to-day deeply lamentedby all he was sick nearly as Eli was.The boys went to Walden and I took up the carpetand washed out the parlour24I read most all day Jacob went to west WoodberryMyron went off some where.25Done the washing: Sent a load of goods to Walden by Mr Johnson26Went to Walden carried 200 dollars to Mr RichardsonRode on a loaded sled Mr Richardsons Sister camethere when I was there27Sent the meat barrels to Walden we had just got themloaded when Mrs Scribner came and she had notbeen here long when Mrs Woodberry came and before they went away Sister Elvira & Husbandcame and about 8 o clock Mr Foster's boys cameone of them is going to stay and do our choresElvira felt bad because there were so many heresays she can never come to see one but there is aleft their load and ran against a man and had to pay 1,50 for damagelot around Mr Fosters boys got tiped over before they got here and28Elvira started for home early this morning, MrSmith settled with Jacob and he has gone homehe felt rather one sided about settling andthought he ought to have damage becausehe did not work a year
March1stIt has rained to day considerable Myron staid at homeIn the evening He and Flora & Mr Foster's boy wentto Mr Wheelers the little boys have gone to sleep andit is so lonesome not the least noise except theticking of the clock how still and solemn afterthe noise and confusion of the day2dMyronand Edwardwent to Walden to day he broke his sleigh thilland left it as Mr Bushs to have a new one put in Myron said my meat barrels were not carried into the cellar yet they were carried last thursdaywednesdaytowalden and Mr Richardson promised to carry theminto the cellar he did not want to carry themthat day for Mrs St Clair had company andthey had to go through her room: some of themeat was lately put in and not covered with brine and I fear it will hurt3d It rains and the snow is fast disapearing and I fear we shall loose our sleighing and I shall havea hard time of it to move I have spent themost of the day in reading4thWashed to day and it was so pleasantthat my clothes were so dry that I brought thenin at dark the wind began to blow6thSpent part of the day in cleaning houseand packing my things7thIt was so cold I could not clean house so I took my wheel and spun some stocking yarnthe wind blows hard
8thMarchThis afternoon took the children to the villageto have their likeness taken Paid 150 forhaving them taken Myron could not go towalden he had to get his horse shod afterhe got home he carried the old stoveup to Britain Mr Foster come to nightwith two loads of goods a Mr Reed waswith the other team9it has rained almost the whole of theday and just at night it commensed snowing. Mrs Thomas came here and spentmost of the afternoon I was cleaning houseshe said she did not wish to hinder meshe expected to find me at some suchbusiness Mr Foster is coming the firstpleasant day after monday so I shall haveto hurry to be prepared for them10It is Sunday the last one I expect to spend in Hardwick Samuel Foster had theteam and went to meeting Cornelius Scribner has been here to day to seeMyron11Washed to-day and cleaned house in the afternoon inthe evening washed my cheeses Prentice Scribner camehere and wanted I should hire him: after I went and laid down Martha Lewis came in and staid a short time12Cleaned house all day it stormed all day
13Was in the debths of cleaning house when Mrs Fosterand 3. of her children came I did not expect themfor Mr Foster said they should not come until apleasant dayit is far from being pleasant to dayand they have not brought any thingto go to keeping house except beds and chairs14have cleaned house and done the house work and packed thingsas fast as I could Mr Foster has come with the rest of his family and one load of goods so they can go to house keeping: in this afair I have had more than I bargained for15Have collected teams and sent almost everything in thehouse to Walden Franklin Thomas Jackson Thomas andMyron went with loads and I picked up and went to Joseph Thomases16Started from Joseph Thomases (where we all staid last night)for Calais we tiped over sleigh horse baggage and all and had to call for help to get the horse andsleigh up in the road again: arrived at Fathersa little after noon found Father & Mother bothquite unwell but so as to do their own work.17I laid abed part of the day went to Father Goodnoughand staid a short time just at night and then went backto Fathers to stay over night18Washed in the forenoon and went up to see Elvirain the afternoon there is an exhibition at the meetinghouse this evening Myron Flora & Edward have gone I shouldliked to have gone if I had had a chance to ride but Charlie& I staid with Father & Mother
19Have been To Montpelier to do some business Elvirawent with me to Myron drove Flora rode down with Fatherand came back with us Father brought home a hundredtin sap tubs he has spoke for a hundred for me hesays he will give them to me and I bought twentygave six dollars for them20Went to Mr Warren's in the morning, Elsie came downto father's and said if I would come up there heremother would sew for me on her machine I went andshe sewed the seams in four pair of pants she went withme to Father Goodnoughs and spent the afternoon and I staidover night Father sent Myron up to tell me to come downthere but I thought I would stay where I was21I got up as soon as it was light and went to Fathersand commensed packing and getting reddy for starting forWalden to which place I arrived a little after noonI came in upon Mr Richardsons folks rather unexpected22Mr Richardson has gone to his Mothers funeral it stormedso his wife concluded not to go Mr Foster came outhere in the storm to fetch my stove he got here aboutthree Oclock23Myron went to Hardwick and took out the dog hereMr Richardson did not get home from his MothersFuneral until late in the afternoon Myron wentwith him to the post office in the evening24Myron & Flora went to meeting with Mary I staid athome with the other children O such a long day thefirst Sunday in Walden I feel like a cat ina strange garet
March25Washed to day Myron started for Montpelier intendsgoing as far as Calais and stay over night. Mr Smithcame here this afternoon to see about a hired man I hadnot finished my washing when he came Mr Clark & wife called26It has rained to day I have done the most of the ironing27It rained hard in the forenoon Myron camehome about one oclock he brought his desk andit was filled with presents to me28Went to Hardwick and had the Stock prized it lookedrather Shabby Mr Foster has not done as the goldenrule directs by my Stock. Mr Samuel Warren & MrLevi Goodrich apprized the stock we did not getthrough until so late we staid at J S Smith's overnight29Started from Mr Smiths called at Judevines and riceivedsome money & notes of him went to Aikens store donea little trading Aiken changed money with mecame home finished paying the first note towardmy farm Orvis Toby was here in the door yardwhen I came30Received a letter from the man Mr Smith hiredto work for me that he could not come we hireda French man to come and work for us this afternoonApr 1stMyron & Mr Richardson went to Hardwick2It stormed so they could not go after the cattle3Mr Richardson Myron & Eddie went to Hardwickand drove the Stock4Went to Mr Clarks to a sugaring off and took allthe children had a good time Mr B__ went to Hardwick
5Mrs Richardson had company come in the morninga Mrs Chamberlain and little girl staid all dayin the evening Mr Whitcher & wife called,6A man that called here and wanted me tohire him has come on to work7thHave spent most of the time reading our hired man'sbrother staid here last night but John Welsh ourhired man went to stay with his cousin.8Done Mrs Richardsons washing with mine to dayit took me nearly all day to wash9Miss Elen Farington visited Mrs R__ this afternoonFlora and I went in Mrs R__s roon [room] to visit with her10Sugared off for the first time invited Mr Clark'sfolks but only one of them came12Myron went and engaged a wood machine to comeand cut our wood and the man has come and set it up13Sugared off again have now made 128 lbs the wood machinehas worked it has rained part of the time14Have lain on the bed part of the day I sat up latelast night to do my mending and was verry sleepy to-day15Done my washing and then got some straw and beganto braid Charlie a hat Mr Knapp sawed wood16finished Charlies hat and comensed one forEdward Mr Knapp sawed wood to day17finished Edwards hat Myron & Flora wrote toFather & Mother and carried the letter to thepost Office it has stormed so hard they couldnot saw wood, John drove Mr St Clairs cowsto him but they were back here before he was
April18Today is Myron's birth day he is now 15 it seams buta short time since he was a babe in my arms how swiftlytime flies it soon passes away with its joys and sorrowsMr Knapp finished sawing wood his bill was 7,2519Went with Mr Richerson and wife to see Mr Pexterwho is sick in the afternoon Amos Eddy called here2016 years ago to-day I was married
How happy is the manwho's chosen wisdom's ways,And measured out his span,To his God in prayer and praise.His God and his bibleAre all that he desires;To holiness of heartHe continually aspires;In poverty he's happy,For he knows he has a friend,Who never will forsake him,And on whom he can dependHe rises in the morning,With the lark he tunes his lays,And offers up a tributeTo his God in prayer and praise;And then unto his laborHe cheerfully repairsIn confidence believing,His God will hear his prayers.Whatever he engages in,At home or abroad,His object is to honorAnd glorify his God.
In sickness, pain and sorrowHe never will repine,While he is drawing nourishmentFrom Christ the living vine.When trouble presses heavily,He leans on Jesus breastAnd in his precious promisesHe finds a quiet rest.The yoke of Christ is easy,The burden always light;He tires nor is he wearyTill Canaan heaves in sight.'Tis thus you have his history;Through life from day to day;Religion is no mystery,It is a beaten way;And when upon his pillowHe lays him down to dieIn hope he rejoices,For he knows his God is nigh.And when life's lamp is flickeringHis soul on wings of love,Flies away to realms of glory,To dwell with Christ above.
And now his spirit's happy,For he's joined the holy land,A crown is on his head,And a palm is in his hand;With saints and priests and prophets,He'll strike the golden lyre;And shout hallalujah,With all the heavenly choir.He's happy now eternaly,His joys are all completeWith his angels he is bowingAround the Saviors feet. -
Reading the Wandering Jew Oct 1885It is known that according to the legend, the WanderingJew was a shoemaker at Jerusalem. The Savior,carrying his cross, passed before the house of the artisan, andasked him to be allowed to rest an instant on the stone benchat his door. "Go on! go on!" said the Jew harshly, pushinghim away. "Thou shalt go on till ther end of time,"answered the Saviour, in a severe and sorrowfultone.The Wandering Jews storyOh cursed - cursed be the day, when - as I bent overmy work, sullen withhateand despair, because in spite of myincessant labor, I and mine wanted for evrything the Saviourpassed before my door!Reviled, insulted, covered with blows, hardly able to sustainthe weight of his heavy cross, he asked me to let him resta moment upon my stone bench. The sweat pouredfrom his forehead, his feet were bleeding, he was well nighsinking with fatigue, and he said to me in a mild,heart piercing voice: 'I suffer!' - 'And I too suffer,' Ireplied, as with harsh anger I pushed him from the placeI suffer, and no one comes to help me. I find no pity,and will give none. Go on! go on!" - then with a deep sighof pain he answered; 'Thou shalt indeed go on till theday of thy redemption, for so wills the Lord that is in Heaven'!"And so my punishment began. Too late I opened these eyes to the light- too late I learned repentance and Charity - too late I understoodthose divine words of Him I had outraged - those words, whichshould be the law of the whole human race: 'Love One Another'
According to a legend, Herodias was condemmed towander til the day of judgement, for having askedfor the death of St John the BaptistThe Wandering Jew says: "Once in a century as the two planetsdraw nigh to each other in their secular revolutions, I ampermitted to meet this woman during the fatal week of thePassion. And after this interview, filled with terribleremembrances and boundless griefs, wandering stars ofeternity we pursue our infinite course,Woman"Not she with traitorous kiss her Saviour stung;Not she denied him with unholy tongue;She, when apostles shrunk could danger brave -Last at his cross, and earliest at his grave
Happy sleeper thou knowest no sin: no deceithath entered thy heart; thou art as formed by thehand of thy Creator, the wiles of the wicked worldhave not yet polluted thy heart; thou knowestnought but trust and confidence, to thee all arealike pure as thy anjelic spirit, thou dostnot yet know what deceit there is in the heartof man time hath as yet mumbered [numbered] to thee butfew days and taught thee but few lessons in thegreat drama of human life
Eli Goodenough Born Oct, 13, 1821Mandana Goodenough - Jan 15, 1826Myron A Goodenough - Apr 18, 1846Flora Goodenough - Nov 26, 1849Edward T Goodenough - Oct 13, 1854Charles D Goodenough Aug 28, 1855
	
