Long Pond.1886 - 1903.
The new floor was laid in the mainroom in the camp in Sept., 1896. Hayesand William were in with me then.It must have been early that summer,or in 1895, that Mr. Ball fixed up thefire place.In 1897 the Stedmans spent thesummer in camp. I was in withFred about three weeks.In 1898 Lester, Addie, HarryStedman and I went up Fridaynight, July  and stayed tillMonday morning,10 daysIn October ofthat year, while I was at Glover,Harry Stedman and I drove overone morning and stayed over night.There was then two or three inches ofsnow on the ground.
"If I could put my woods in song,And tell what's there enjoyed,All men would to my upland throngand leave the cities void."
(1)Things in Camp. August. 1899.Two sheets, 3 pillow cases.White sweater,Two old night shirts.Two outing shirts.Old blk. flannel shirt.Five (5) prs. old Merino drawers,One wool or Merino undershirt.Two or 3 prs. good dark trousers, pr. ofR.-M. trousers bat. of St. & Wellenan,Light ones made by Haigh, & vest.Three or 4 prs. calf shoes, 2 prs. low-cuttennis shoes, moccassins.Cap, Hats, Stockings, 3 prs. Gloves.Thin cotton underwear, - shirts & drawers.Four towels,Four new dish towels, besides those incupboard.Piece of canvas, & several yds. stout twilledstuff left by Cheneys.
(2)Things in Camp. Aug., 1899.Lester's dk. blue camp suit, coat, trousers & V.In trunk: Squibbs Mixt.; Jam. ginger,Elix. Calis., Court & Surg. plasters, benzine,2 or 3 lights Window glass, candle wicks,blk. and wh. screen cloth, brushes andcombs, very good fish net, full packagetoilet paper. cake of toilet soap & half cakeIvory, Wood saw. two boxes flowers.In Kitchen cupboard: 2 cans white flour,1 can graham, 1 can oatmeal (these  oneeach 1-lb. coffee cans), 2-lb. Coffee canhalf full of sugar, some maple sugar,can of salmon, one or two boxes sardines,bowl of salt & bag of salf unopened,2 cakes Ivory soap. 1 cake Babbitt's Best,package Pearline, half package Gold [illegible].1/2 lb. can Cleveland's Bak. P., 5 or 6 candles,plenty of new nails, and a lot of old ones.
Mem: L.G.F. not in camp from 1891until we went up in July, 1898.
3Camp. 1899.Came to Glover Saturday, June 10, HarryStedman brought me to camp Mondaymorning, 12th. Mr. Ball was here at workby previous arrangement. Mr. Hayes came inthat night, when Roundy brot. the campfreight. During the week built newpiazzas and wharf, tore away old wharf, toreoff North bedroom, and enlarged other one.Had the room finished ready for HowardOlin and Frost Miner when they came inSaturday night. Hayes went home Wed., 21st.Mr Ball was here Tues. & Wed. of that week.It must have been Thursday that the boys & Iclimbed Baldy. Friday p.m. Howard Olin cuthis foot. Harry Stedman came in anddressed the wound & took him out the nextmorning. Jim Murphy came in & stayed withme that night & Sunday, Sunday night Mr. B.came in for Monday and Tues., but stayed
4Camp, 1899.through Wed. on acct. of the rain. going outfor his team early Thursday morning. That p.m.I walked down to Westmore and was carriedto Glover. Did my business, then andcame in with Mr. Stedman Monday p.m.for the Fourth. Harry brot. in Mrs S. andMiss Blair next morning. Mr S. & I stayedtill Wed. p.m. Was then at Glover till thefollowing Monday when I came back with Arthur Scott. Monday p.m., 17th, FredStedman came in. Wed., 19th. I went toNewport, via W. Burke to settle with theJudge of Probate. Arthur Scott went outwith me.Improvements have been new piazzas, newwharf, enlarged bedroom, new lockers, oldwharf torn away, various odd jobs. in housetorn away, lots of firewood provided, tangle atleft of house cleaned out, new crib, flag staffand flag, besides a general overhauling and renovation
5Camp, 1899.Fred S. stayed till Saturday p.m., July 29,When Harry carried him out. Jim Murphy stayedwith me that night. Mrs. Davis, Gertrude, &Ruth Cheney came in with Mr. Hall Sundaymorning, 30th. Mrs. D. & Ruth stayed till Thursdaywhen we closed camp & came out. I remainedat Glover till Wednesday, Aug. 9, when I came home.Monday, 31st, we all went to Newport, andMr. Stedman and I climbed Owls Head,driving back to Newport by team in the evening.Back to Barton by night exp.; stayed at Stedmansover night. Tuesday morning Harry drove me upover Sheffield heights. Home Wednesday, Aug. 9.Away 8 weeks, 4 days. Had a good time.Estmated expenses,88.599w. at $5.2547.2541.34
7Dec. 2 - 7, 1899, Glover, with winter trip toWestmore.I never knew the Connecticut Valley seemlovelier than when I went up on Saturday, Dec. 2.It was a warm, sunny, delightful day. Whenthe Franconia range came in sight Moosilaukewas white. No other snow seen unless onMountains beyond. Sunday was just asbright and warm. Spent all the forenoonin some of my old out-door haunts - overaround the old sugar-place and pasture, andso on. Planned for Westmore Monday, butin the morning the ground was white, and it snowed hard all day. Spent the day andTuesday doing various things about thepremises. Wednesday Mr. Hall drove me overto camp. Got away about 9:15 and home before 5.Pretty good sleighing. I broke the way from theroad down to camp thro' more than a foot of snow.The pond was completely frozen over. The winter viewfrom the wharf, including the island, and the firs coveredwith snow, was one to remember.
91900.Fred Stedman and I came up tocamp Friday night, Jan 15 and stayedtill Tuesday, Jan 26. The principalthing we did, outside the camp routine,was to climb castle mountain oneday. We went over one afternoon andfound and followed the old countyroad up to where it comes out onthe height of land. I think we alsoclimbed Bald Head. One day, on the way home from Westmore, we metMr. Gill and talked with himabout the troubles in China. We tooka small number of the small trout,and a few large. On the way home,on Tuesday, the 26th, I stopped atW. R. Junction to attend the Districtconvention, when Haskins wasnominated for Congress.
11Outing July and August, 1900 -Lester and Addie, Mr. and Mrs.Hopton, Arthur Scott.Lester and Addie and the Hoptonsleft N. York at 4 p.m. Friday, July 20.I joined them at the train at 10:10.Roundy and Arthur were ready for us atW. Burke. Went in with two teams, onewith baggage, including new beds. Gotin in good season, had breakfast, putcamp and provisions to rights. Heavyshower in p.m. Naps. Sunny andbeautiful after the shower.Sunday. Jim came down with themattresses, which had been delayedor over looked. Helped me put outlines. Caught shivers.
12July and August, 1900.Monday. Arthur and I went up toUncle John McSherry's place. PickedStrawberries enough for dinner, anda big bunch of pink fringed orchis.Lester and Addie went on Millbrook (or was it Mountain brook?) Sundayand Monday took three small longe.Tuesday, I went out before breakfastand took from the lines one longe2 1/2 lbs. and one 3 1/2. Lester andAddie and the Hoptons spent theday at Westmore. I took the day toput kitchen to rights; also my letters,accounts, papers, etc. Three days ofbeautiful weather.Wednesday. Rainy all day. Got a goodstring of trout at the upper end of thepond. In the p.m. baked the longe.A good day. Had a good time.
13July and August. 1900.The young folk spent the day withcamp decorations.Thursday. Spent the morning writingletters got every thing caught up todate.Friday. A beautiful summer dayspent on the Old County road.(The best day, on the whole, that we had.Shall always remember expeciallythe old-fashioned flowers growingaround the site of one of the oldhouses. Somebody had a real homethere.) Had a late lunch at Mrs.Gilman's. Got a longe from lineon the way home.Sunday. Lester and Addie sketchingon water shed. Ruth came about noon.
14July and August, 1900Monday. Rainy. I spent the day onMill brook, but got very few trout.Arthur went after mail, and carrieddown a 5 1/2 lb. longe to send toGlover. Lester built the stair rail.Tuesday. Arthur made early trip toWestmore with letters. The fourwent on Bald Head.Wednesday. Addie finished sketch onwater shed.Thursday. In morning attended towood pile and wood shed. Photo. fromNigger Pond rock.Monday. Aug. 6. Lester went out withRoundy in the morning. Addie and Ruth went out with Owen McFarlin.
15July and August, 1900.about noon. A fine day. At workclearing off beach.Tuesday, Aug. 7. About 1 o'c Roundybrot in Jno. W. Titcomb and Mr. Merrill,with 1200 trout in 4 cans. The Hoptonswent out with Roundy. Began torain hard about the time they left.Put in the trout around the upperend. After dinner Titcomb andMerrill went out trolling butgot nothing. In evening Geo McF.came down to see Mr. Titcomb.Wednesday. Rain continued. Titcomband Merrill went out trolling againin morning. They went out of campabout 3:30 p.m. During the day I tookeverything out of the locker, made itsecure against mice, looked over
16July and August, 1900.all the dishes, and put all in goodshape.Thursday morning. Took 2 1/2 lb. longefrom line (for Ernest.) Will and JimMurphy came down; fixed flag staff;took in boat, put in shutters. Got out ofcamp in good shape at 11 o'c. Jimtook me in to the Cheney cottage atWilloughby. Left Arthur at the turnof the lake road to walk to W. Burke.Saw Uncle Bill on the way aboutbuying land.Friday, 10th. To W.R.J. and St. Albansto investigate linotypes. Addie wenthome. I spent Friday night inSt. Albans. (It was very late.) Came toBurlington next day, and home by nighttrain. Sunday morning, 12th.
17July and August. 1900.I had made careful preparation forthis outing in the way of work on mydrumming list, and other bills, gettingsample copy lists, and getting thingsto complete the camp outfit for alarger party.My Mem. says:Bot. for camp, July, 1900.2 cots, (3.25 6.502 mattresses, (2.50) 5.00St. Matting, .602 lb. feathers. 1.302 prs. blankets. 1.504 blue plates.3 oat meal dishes.Tumblers.Butter dishes,Lamp burner,FunnelGr. cake turner.Doz. small flags. .60Fern book. 1.50Little Minister, .10Rubber boots, 3.00Tennis shoes, .50Mem. on leaving campin August:There is plenty of goodbedding, all in goodorder. This includessheets, pillow cases,blankets and comforters,4 good pillows, - andshift could be madefor 2 or 3 more. The only things additionalI wd. care for wd. be2 prs. wool blankets, nottoo good ones.Table top is 67 in by 4 1/2.Cover, 2 1/4 yds. by 1 1/3.Smith boat is 13ft. long onthe bottom inside.
19November, 1900.I spent the last days of October and first ofNovember, 1900, at Glover. I think it was onFriday, Nov. 2, a warm, beautiful day, thatMrs. Davis and I drove over to camp.Early in the afternoon I found Uncle Billcutting wood on his lot up the road. Hecame down to camp with me and wewent over the ground on the south sothat I could show him what I would liketo own. - Mrs. Davis and I stayed overnight, finding it perfecty comfortablein the camp, and drove home Saturdayafternoon.
21June, 1901.L.S. Hayes and I went up by the daytrain, Friday, June 14. It was a warmday, and seemed hot in the train. Roundywas at the station, and we got intocamp in good season. Saturday, Sundayand Monday were perfect days - clear& warm,with wind in the north. It was probablyTuesday afternoon that the clouds shutdown about 2 o'clock and did notlift during the afternoon or evening.It was so dark that one could not seeto read, and there was a tremendousdown pour of rain. The pond raised 5 or 6inches over night. - Saturday evening(15th) the poachers came in, and we hadour fun with them during the night. -I stayed in camp the whole time, except forgoing down for the mail Monday p.m. 24th.- Lady slippers were just in their prime -
22June, 1901.including the white ones on the Niggerpond road. - A winter wren was evidentlynesting near the camp, and some dayshe sang nearly the whole day long. -Came home Tuesday, 25th - just on theedge of the protracted hot spell.Mem. June 25:There is abundance of fishingtackle of every kind, including smalland large hooks, and lines of every kind.Look in the tin boxes. Only thing lackingis 2 or 3 wh. millers for fly fishing.There is a coil of larger rope and one ofwhite cord in the trunk.An old mem.:Canvass for L. S boat  - 12ft. long. 56 in wide.
White Mountains, 1901Saturday p.m. July 20, 1901.I joined Lester and Addie atthe White Mts. train. When wereached Bethlehem June. foundMr. & Mrs. Stedman at the station.- Found good accommodations atthe Turner House. - Sunday a.m.walked down to Maplewood. Inp.m. drove to Sugar Hill withStedmans. - Monday a.m. calledon Stedmans at The Uplands. Inp.m all went over thro' CrawfordNotch, to Bartlett & return. - Tuesdaymorning Stedman went with usto the Profile House, and introducedus to the Old Man of the Mts. -Wednesday a.m. Lester, Addie andI climbed Mt. Agassiz. The Stedmansleft at 1 p.m. - Thursday morningwe went again to the Profile House.
The ride thro' Crawford Notch, the Profile Houseand the Old Man, the walk down the beautiful Flume road, and the view of Lafayette andthe Franconia range from the Sun set Housewere the striking features of this good outing.
Addie remained at the house to makea sketch, and Lester and I took theday for a tramp down to the Flumeand back. It was a rarely perfectday - bright and warm in the sun,but cool and delightful on theshaded road. - Friday was a loafingday. In the a.m. we followed thepath in the edge of the Turner Woodsand up through the pasture. Hearda white throat and a hermit thrush.Saturday morning I went on thepath before breakfast. Heard thethrush, and stood for a long timeand watched him sing in the top [o]fa tall ash tree. Once or twice Ithought another thrush answered fromthe deep woods. The white throatsang in the distance, - Come toBratto by the White Mts. train Sat. 27,
My mem. to him Sept. 2, 1901 -Roundy for trans. 6.Provisions which I tookfrom Bratto: 3.54Provisions which hetook in.1.86Mrs. Murphy (less mywashing.)2.40Taken in by Roundy. 68Things at Westmore .252 / 14.737.36Pd. by him. 1.865.5077 ms. B. & M. mileage. 2 1/4' 1.747.24
23August, 1901.Left home Saturday morning, Aug. 17, at 5:40.Harry Stedman met me at St. Johnsbury. Wereached W. Burke at 11:30. Roundy was readyand we got into camp coon after one o'c.A fine day, not over warm. Monday forenoonM. W. Ball came in and that day and thenext, with Jim's help, he patched the roofsand put them in good order, built thelittle out-house, put building paper insidethe bed room roof, and fixed the shuttersto fasten with thunb nuts and hinges, -making the buildings in good shape for thenext two or three years. Meantime I wentto the bottom of everything in the wood-shed,pulled over the wood, got out and burned12 or 15 bush. of the dry surface mould, builta new walk on floor to the door towardthe spring, and put the shed in complete order.Jim came in two or three other days and
24August, 1901.cut our the tangle of swamp maples andother undergrowth on the north side of theroad, brought in the bush scythe and cutout the small undergrowth on the path tothe farther brook, and between trims cutup the swamp maples, small birches, etc., intostove wood. Got the fire place wood into theshed. On two days I had a fire in an openspace near the path and burned up allthe tree tops and other trimmings and a lotof old logs and other débris, making a niceextension of "Battery Park" on that side ofthe road. Jim did some trimming at S thside of the road just above the camp. Icleared away all the tops, chips, and otherlitter of the trees that blew down in frontof the camp. Harry laid out the new path,and raked over the ground around thecamp. Monday forenoon I got the stovewood into the shed in good shape.
25August, 1901,Saturday night we went down to Westmorefor the mail. Monday p. m. we went up tocall on the people at Uncle Bill's, and Mrs.Murphy. Tuesday morning closed camp,and Roundy brought us out for the White Mt.express. Had ten days of fine weather. Theonly rain of any amount was for two or threehours Tuesday morning, 20th. - A busy time,with something to show for it.Aug. 13, 1902, Mr. Craig showed me Mr. Pillsbury'smap of Westmore. The town is laid out in84 lots 292 rods long and 160 rods wide.Is estimated to contain 22,000 acres land2528 water.24, 528
271902Went to Glover Thursday, June 12,and stayed till Tuesday, 17th, Droveover to camp with Mrs. Davis Sunday,17th.Fred Stedman and I went upThursday p.m., July 3, by White Mountaintrain. Lunch on hillside at WellsRiver with veery singing in a treein plain sight. West Burke at 8:30.Roundy ready. Camp at 11. To bedat 12:30. Tired.Friday, 4th, a perfect day. Brightsunshine with breeze from the north.Rained last part of night and inthe early morning of Saturday. Fairrest of the day. Sunday anotherperfect day, with a peculiar seeming ofperfect Sabbath stillness. Fred andLula came in the early morning.
28July and August, 1902Lula stayed at camp while Fredand Owen McF. went up Mt. brook.Throughout the week the weather wassteadily good, with several perfectdays of bright sunshine and coolbreeze. Tuesday mercury at 80° onNorth veranda and in the main room.The only rain to Monday night, 14th,was a part of three nights and inthe early morning. Fred had goodsport during the week with trout atupper end, taking several 2 1/2 lb. wt.He went to Westmore for mailTuesday evening, and also spentFriday p. m. at the lake. Put in thepanels. Henry Chopin came in Saturdaynight. Sunday a perfect day. Fredwent out Monday morning. We hadduring the week a 7 lb. longe, whichwe baked, and one 3 3/4 lb. which Fred tookdown to Mrs. Cheney.
29July and August, 1902.Tuesday, July 15, a rainy, cold timebegan, which continued till Tuesdaynight, 22d. During this time it wasrainy, or showery, every day exceptSaturday, 19th, which was fair. Wed.and Thursday nights, 16th & 17th,Mercury stood at 50º, and did notgo above 58º during the day. Lefta big fire of logs in the fire placemost of the week, and realized thatit is the fire place that makes thecamp in such weather. I stayedin while Henry Chopin fished.Jim and Will were down Tuesdaynight. 22d. Wednesday morning,23d, the clouds suddenly brokeaway, and the sun came out, justas I was starting out for a row.From that time on the weather wasalmost continuously good, with only occasionalrain, though the rain came often enough,and in a way, to spoil the haying.
30July and August, 1902Tuesday, July 29, a bright, warmday, hat in the open, I made myfirst trial of strength by climbingBaldy with Chopin. Started 10:20.Got to the top about noon. Wasgreatly surprised to find how thespruces and other young trees hadgrown. Went down the east side,found pink fringed orchis [orchids]. Home,by way of John Dawny's, about 5 o'c.The view from the top never seemed sobeautiful, and I felt a sense ofelation, with a new confidence inmyself. Chopin filled out therest of week with fishing, etc., andwent home Saturday morning.Aug. 2. Arthur McCann camedown about 11:30. In the afternoonwe cleared up all the rubbish bythe wharf, including a cedar that had
31July and August, 1902blown over, and I cut out severalsmall trees, making a clean job ofit all. Began about 12, finished at4, just as it began to rain. - Mysecond trial of strength. Sundaywas a warm, beautiful day. Inthe evening, about 8, I heard plainly,from the veranda, the WestmoreChurch bell. Could distinguishthe strokes.Monday forenoon, Aug. 4. Arthurand I sawed and cleaned up allthe small round wood standing outdoor at the end of the shed, andthat in the shed. In the afternoonwent up to the Donnas, and toUncle Bill's and Mrs. Murphy's.Tuesday morning cut and cleanedup all the old stuff from the shore.Wednesday morning it was raining
32July and August, 1902hard. After breakfast I put onmackintosh and rubber boots andlugged all the long poles and stuckthem in at the wood shed door, andduring the day Arthur and I sawedthem all up and piled them in thewood shed. Took Thursday for aloafing and fishing day. MarvinBall brought down mail. Answeredletters. Up to Uncle Bill's andMurphy's at night. Friday morningmade ready to go down to Lula's,but it began to rain just as I wasready to start. Will Murphy camedown and began work on woodshed.Saturday morning, Aug. 9, got anearly start and went to Westmoreand Lula's. It was a beautifulday, with a cool north breezeover the lake, and I had a good
33July and August, 1902time. Harry Gilman brot. me up tothe outlet, and I got back to campabout 6. Just before sunset I startedup the hill to meet Arthur. Methim and Will coming in with theold mare. As we neared the heightof land, just at dusk, saw a deercome across the open from the westand go up into the bushes. Whilewe watched hin a white throat wassinging. Heard that morning awinter wren's full song at theoutlet, and a hermit thrush onthe way from the boat landing upto Lula's.Heard a hermit thrush at campthis year for the first time. He wassinging at a distance one morningwhile Fred and I sat on the veranda.Heard a veery from camp for the
34July and August, 1902first time. Veeries were singingin the clearing when Fred and Iwent in. A solitary white throat sangthere the season through. It was oneof the few I have ever heard singthe full song. I distinctly heardhim give the four notes "La BelleCanada, Canada, Canada, Canada."While Chopin was there we hearda whip-poor-will plainly one nightwhen we were in the boat near theisland, - the first I ever heard ator near the camp. (Fred and Iheard one at Bald Hill pond thenight we went over there withUncle John McSherry.) A songsparrow nested and sang near campthis year. An oven bird sang allthe time Fred was there. The lastbird to sing in the day time was a "preacher," after Fred left.
35July and August, 1902Monday, 11th (rainy) Jim came down,cut out various small trees, and cutthem into firewood. In the afternoonWill came and worked on wood-shed. Heavy, protracted showertoward night. Jim stayed incamp that night. Will came downTuesday and finished wood shed,and we put everything in good order.Wood in shed in good shape, allremaining fireplace wood underbedroom, roofs patched where needed,old crib pulled away, Everything aboutcamp in better shape than ever before.That morning Uncle Bill camedown and found my North lineand corner on road.Wednesday got camp ready toleave. Thursday morning Will tookme in to West Burke, From homejust six weeks.
36July and August, 1902Friday p.m., Aug. 15. went toLester's by White Mt. train. andstayed till Wednesday, 27th. Had 12 days of delightful weather. Someof the days, as the first Saturdayand Sunday, were as cool andbracing as at Long Pond. Featuresof the visit were rides with Lesterand Addie Sat. and Sunday (toEagle Rock Sunday), trip up theHudson, ride with Addie andMrs. Aiken, trip to Atlantic High-lands with Addie, ride with Lesterand the Aikens thro' Newark parksystem Saturday p.m., dinnerat the Chase's Sunday p.m.,trip to Rockaway with Lester andAddie Tuesday.
37November, 1902Left home at 11:05, Saturday, Nov. 1 -a beautiful day. Stopped off at W. Burkeover night. Bought a few suppliesthere, and Roundy carried me to campSunday morning. There was a thickwhite frost, and the roads were frozen.On the way in drove over to Dr. Nichols'scamp on the McSherry place. In theafternoon Dr, and Mrs. Nichols and Mrs.Jones came down and we rowedaround the pond looking at campsites. Jim came down just atnight. I had Jos. Donna at workMonday forenoon, Tuesday and Wed-nesday, and Will Murphy Tues. & Wed.In the three days got the newly fallentrees cut up and drawn to the campand the undergrowth cleared out andthe tops burned to my south lineand down to the water. Donna also
38November, 1902cut out a tangle of cherries andbirches in the upper corner that hadbeen broken down by the snow andice. For the first time could beginto see my way out on my plan tohave all the undergrowth cleared out.The weather was perfect for the fourdays - bright, warm and still, with allthe Indian Summer sounds andseeming in the air. Thursday forenoonthere was rain for two or three hours.The Murphys brot. me to W. Burke inthe p.m. to take the 5:12 mail forGlover. Came home the next Tuesday.(Mem: A week's work on the under-growth, etc., with two or three men, andtwo days on the shore, wd. put thingsin pretty good shape.)
39June, 1903Went to Glover Tuesday, June 2. Wednesdayp.m. (I think) Dr. Nichols came up to see me.I had previously written him about the possiblesale of the camp on account of my havingbought the farm, and my plans there. Wearranged to drive over to camp. I supposeit must have been Thursday morning thatwe went over. We agreed on the saleand left word with Mr. Daniels to makethe deed. The Doctor went back homeafter dinner and I stayed over night andselected and packed such things as Iwanted to bring away. Was alone in campthat night. At noon next day a liveryteam came over for me. We drove aroundby the Donnas, Murphys and Uncle Bill'sand I got back to Glover at night, andreturned to Bratto the next Monday. Thiswas the last week of the May drought.The day I went up the Mountain was on
40June, 1903.fire at So. Barton, and all the weekthe weather was hot and the air wasso thick with smoke that it madeone's throat and eyes smart. Allthe way up the valley the country wasperfectly brown. The next week therains came and when I went back(in just seven days) called by mysister's illness, the change to summergreenness seemed a miracle.It was with many misgivings thatI let the camp go. It seemed a wildmove after it had been the end andhome for all my vacation thoughts forso many years. But my innerjudgment told me it was the rightand wise thing to do, and within themonth this judgment was confirmed andjustified, as it has beeen by the courseof events since. (4-10-1904)
41John McSherry died of grip, aged 68.Mrs. McSherry lived with her daughter,Mrs. Mary Bailey until her death 3 yr.later, aged 69. Her first husband wasnamed Brown. Two sons by him, Warnerof W. Burke and Alvin of Is. Pond, wereliving at time of her death."Iam [I am] glad you mentioned Mrs. Gilman'sbirthday. I wrote her a letter to day thoughit will be late for her birthday party. Ihave often wondered how she did it.So busy always, but never hurried, keepingthe run of every thing about the placeand each guest's needs. I think it some-what a matter of temperament, andtavern-keeping is conducive to the cul-tivation of such qualities, but I am sureshe was sincere with real kindness.I have been fond of her for many years,and it has always been a pleasure tomeet her."
Lula wrote meJany 30, 1910; -
42
Mr. Seymour, our old camp attaché,painted my Long pond picture.
43We first went to Long Pond in July, 1886.As I remember it, Fred Cheney sent a livery teamover one Saturday p.m. with Mr. & Mrs. Davis, Lulaand the baby (Ruth) Gertrude, Lester and O.L.F.Fred came over that night after he was thro' workin the store. We camped in the old house andwere there about a week. There was no clearingabout the house then. I suppose it was the follow-ing year that Edw. McFarlin bought the placeand made the clearings. We got a greatquantity of strawberries in Uncle Bill's clearingat the top of the hill. Mr. Seymour wasthere part of the time and it was there thatwe got the first big trout.That fall Fred Cheney chose a site for the campand in the winter he went in with a carpenterand built the camp out of the old saw mill.(During that winter and spring Lester madehis canvas boat as a recreation while he wasperparing for his Tech. exams.)
45The following summer, 1887, Lester got away tocamp Wednesday, July 6, and went over from Bartonwith Fred Cheney to make the building ready. I wentto Glover Saturday night. Made camp arrange-ments Sunday and Monday, and early Tuesdaymorning walked to Barton to meet Mr. Crothersand Fred Stedman, got our load ready, in-cluding L's boat, and started for camp about 8 o'c.Got to the pond at noon, finding Fred Cheney,Chas. Atkins and Lester there. My mem. says:"L's boat a great success." Mr. Crothers stayedin camp till Friday, the 22d, Lester and Igoing down to Westmore withhimthat night afterour dinner at 5 o'c. While he was there he andLester built a wharf, and a "fire raft", and wehad a grand "illumination" one evening.Wednesday, the 27th, Lester drove to Barton andbrot. in Mr. Gates, the mason. The new chimneyand fireplace were built during the next threedays. It was Friday, the 29th. that Fred C. cut off
46the railroad rail. We had three hard, busy days,with Chas. Atkins there to help.Mrs. Gilman and her daughter were up for theafternoon and to supper Wednesday, 27th.Sunday, 31st: "Dr. French and others came upand called just a night."Friday, Aug. 5: "A beautiful day. Mr. Seymourand Fred S. went to Newark pond (or was it"Bald Hill" pond?) leaving Lester and I alonein camp. Mr. Davis and Fred C. came about4 p.m. while L. and I were fishing and reading.Glad to see them."Monday, Aug. 8, we got "Jap" Robinson,the surveyor, Uncle Bill and Edward McFarlininto camp, our land, 7 acres, was surveyed,and Mr. Orne made the deed. "Mr. Davisand Fred C. got off just at night."Tuesday, Aug. 9. "A beautiful day. Fred,Lester and self up early, put camp in goodorder, and after a busy morning's work
47got away at 2 p.m. Had lunch at Mrs. Gilman's;left there at 4 o'c, got to Barton soon after 7, andto Glover before 9. A tramp of about 15 miles."Fred S. stayed till Wednesday p.m.Friday p.m.Aug. 13I went to St. Johnsbury to visit Mr.Stone, and spent the night at his house. Saturdaymorning met Lester at the express train andwe got home at 2:30. - away 5 weeks. My cashacct. showed expense of the outing $52.80.  Wt. July 11, 106.Mrs. Davis, Lula and Ruth spent a good dealof time in camp. Gertrude, Sophronia Cheneyand others were there some of the time.My mem. says: "A cold wave blew in Wed.night, July 13, and Thursday morning themercury stood at 52º. We put on thick under-clothing and kept it on till Sunday, 17th, whenit was warm, sunny, and rather oppressive,"- and there was then "a succession of beautifuldays."
48Mem. Sunday, July 17: "Mr. C & self spent the dayfloating and paddling on the water and sittingunder the trees on the island andelsewhere"Tuesday, 19th : "Mr. C. and self went downto Westmore and up the lake by boat. Climbedthe mountain and returned in season totake the 4 p.m. boat. Had supper at Mrs.Gilman's, wrote letters, and walked backto camp after the mail came. A beautifulday and a good time."Mr. Crothers, Feby, 1888, speaking of Long Pond -"Do you ever hear the nightly concert ofthe thrushes in your mental ear?"Mem. July 31: "Mr. Davis and Arthur went to Glover."
49Notes from Diary, 1897.Left Brattleboro 11:10 Saturday, July 3d; got intocamp soon after 7. Found Fred here alone; hisfather had just gone down to Westmore. Supperwas ready; a boquet of lady's slippers on the table.The camp seemed very dry, nice and inviting.The new floor and full size windows a greatimprovement. Sunday a bright, hot day. Air fullof bird songs all day. Never heard so many.Mary Stedman came up about 4. Gilman's manwent off and left her and she stayed all night.Up early Monday morning. Weather perfect; achorus of bird songs all around the pond. Fredwent with Mary down to Mill Brook. His fatherand Mr. Gillette (young minister) came backwith him & spent the day, which was the hottestwe have ever known in camp. Fred's thermom-eter went to 90º hanging on the front of thecamp. Strawberries just ripening in the "Widow'sclearing"; blue flag just beginning to blossom. -Wednesday an ideal Long Pond day; bright-sun, cool
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breeze; very hot up in the clearing. Fishing, loafingand picking strawberries during the week. At mysuggestion the Stedman's were invited up from"the Brook" to spend Sunday, in celebration ofFred's 29th birthday.Sunday, July 11, an ideal day, bright, fresh,breezy. Mr. and Mrs. Stedman, Mary and Harrycame up about 10. Fred meeting them at theoutlet with the boats. D.B.S. & I picked straw-berries in "Willie's clearing. Trout and straw-berries for dinner. All had a good time allday. - A thunder shower during the night,followed by clouds and rain during the day, sothat we had to put off the Willoughby mountaintrip planned for Monday. Rained Tuesday,and there was a pouring rain over nightand till noon Wednesday. - Picked a lot ofstrawberries during the week after the rain.Toward night Saturday Fred and I went downto Gilman's had supper, got mail, and
51started back at 9:30. Mary came with us andwe had a delightful leisurely walk up the hill.Sunday D.B. & Harry came up & spent the day, andMary and Harry went back at night.Monday Fred & his father climbed Bald Headwhile I did the morning work and kept camp.Tuesday, after the morning work was done, Fred& D.B. went boating while I went berrying, andD.B. took a 7-lb. longe off line near the island.Mr. S. went down to "the Brook" just at night.Wednesday, July 21, was the day of the much-talked-of excursion up Willoughby Mountainfrom the Long Pond side. Up early, had breakfast,and Fred took one boat to the outlet for us to comeback in at night. We started on the excursionat 8:20. As we began to climb it was slowwork picking our way thro' the woods and under-growth and over and around the fallen treesand dead tops. We reached the summit at 12:30,coming out within two or three rods of where
52Mr. Stedman, Mary and Harry were. Mary's"Hullo" - a pleasant sound - was the first inti-mation that we at the summit. -We were caught in a shower and dried our-selves at fire which we built at Mrs. Rich-ardson's sugar camp. Went down on theboat at 4:30 and stayed at Mrs. Gilman'sover night. - Back to camp Thursday morning.Spent rest of the week fishing, loafing, pickingstrawberries, and the usual round of camplife. Mary and Harry came up Sunday p.m.and I left camp Monday morning, 26th July.left camp with Roundy and went to Glovervia W. Burke. Spent the week there, andon Saturday, 31st, took Mrs. Davis over to LongPond, leavingat 7:15 & getting backjust before 9 o'c.Note Thursday 15th: "The little wren sang rightthro' the rainy days and mad his rounds just asif the sun were shining."
CAMP IN THE WOODSWESTMORE, VT.Camp PartyJuly 21st to August 6th1900O.L. FrenchLester G. French.Addie M. FrenchW.E. HoptonAnna C. HoptonRuth C. CheneyArthur Scott.
Camp-in-the-Woods,WESTMORE, VT.The Vagabondish Sons of God.But there be others, happier few,The vagabondish sons of God,Who Know the by ways and the flowers,And care not how the world may plod.They too receive each on his day;But their wise heart knows many thingsBeyond the sating of desire,Above the dignity of Kings.July 22, 1897.Willoughby Mt. Excursion Wed. 7-21.
	
