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JANUARY1THURSDAY3:00-6:00 Tea at Mrs. Essich's Williston.Drove out rather late and had avery pleasant hour. Attractive homeand pleasant hosts and guests.Cold, dreary after noon.
JANUARY5MONDAYCollege reopens today.Very busy day with appointmentsall thro' the afternoon so Iwas late getting home.Got dressed and went tothe Neighbors at the KlifaClub this evening, which wasvery pleasant. Prof. & Mrs. Jacobsand I were hosts. I went downthis forenoon and arranged thedecorations of red candles, Christmasgreens and colored glass ballson the wreaths and piano. Weserved pumpkin pie, cheese andcoffee. Snowing when wecame out - very weary.7:30 Neighbors8:00
JANUARY6TUESDAY9:30 Mrs. Wicker to go to Roberts Barn.10:00 Defense for Children.12:00 Luncheon - Hotel Vt.4:30 Senate Meeting Med Bldg7:30 Mortar Board
JANUARY7WEDNESDAY10:00 Chapel10:30 Perrin11:30 Lucy Upson4:00 Social Life Com.8:00-10:30 4 H's at Waterman
JANUARY9FRIDAYTook Charlotte and drove toCraftsbury Common - very coldday. Meetings very interestingand we had lunch served bythe Home Ec classesCraftsbury Academy - AssemblyVocational Conference.11:00-12:00 girls who place to goto college. Lunch 12:001:30 Assembly -2:00-3:00 Specialized Discussions -Civil Service & Govt.3:00-3:30.Importance of Personality In aJob or Out of It.After the meetings were over wedrove over to East Hill tosee Jean hoping to get a cupof hot tea but Jean was justleaving for somewhere so we sawBunny a minute and hadcold ginger ale & cookiesLong, cold drive back.
JANUARY10SATURDAYBusy morning with many detailsto attend to10:00 Student Convocation.8:00 Men of Faculty Reception &Ladies Night Very pleasantaffair but I was too weary toenjoy it.SUNDAY11 JANUARY
JANUARY12MONDAYBusy morning. Mother notfeeling well today so whenI got home tonight I decidednot to go out again toattend the A.A U. W. W. of F.altho' I was sorry to misshearing Prof. Dykhuizen.who gave a fine address soI'm told.Had meeting of Committeeon Campus Activity in thePresident's office this P.M.and it lasted too longfor me to get to USOmeeting downtown.7:45 Women of the Faculty.Prof. Dykhuizen.
JANUARY13TUESDAYToday busy trying to gettogether notes on talk fortonight at the A.A.U.W.meeting at Margaret Whiting'sCharlotte's book helped outon the humor and we hadquite a lively discussionafterwards. followed by verynice refreshments, Snowing7:00 A.A.U.W. What We Women CanDo For Defense
JANUARY14WEDNESDAY2:00 Vt. Church Council, MethodistChurch
JANUARY15THURSDAYBusy morning as usual.Went tonight to Mrs. Dykhuizensfor dinner. Dr & Mrs. Raaband Mrs. Hoyt were theother guests and wehad a very nice dinnerand pleasant talk.1:30 Hairdresser
JANUARY16FRIDAY4:00 Prof. Dykhuizen's Committee President'soffice
JANUARY17SATURDAYFourth Conference onCurrent Educational Problemsalso DKG at Goddard10:00 Student Convocation.Left early to drive to Goddardwhere we attended conference andhad DKG luncheon after which wehad the initiation in theLibrary. All went very wellbut I was so weary when itwas over that I could hardlythink. Miss Terrill and Miss H.came on the bus and returnedwith me. Others staid over Sunday.SUNDAY18JANUARY
JANUARY19MONDAY4:00 War Relief Committee
JANUARY21WEDNESDAYI spent some time gettingready my speech for tonightthen took bus to Montpelierwhere I had my lunch atthe Tavern. Saw LillianDwinell who looks a wreck.Mrs. Franklin Dwinell hasdied after four years of hopelesssenility. Took bus to Hardwickand from there to Orleanswhere I called on Avis andstayed there for supper. Avis &Alex have a nice baby andare very happy I think. Aviswent with me to the Club where Ispoke and then we wenthome to find Stuart Andersonwaiting to take me backto East Hill for the night. Stayedat Helen's in Janet's room. Veryweary. Helen's mother died todayand will be buried from homeFriday.7:30 Orleans Book & Thimble Club.
JANUARY22THURSDAYUp early, had good breakfastand then Stuart brought meto Burlington; he is on his wayto enlist at Rutland. Gotback just in time for aUniversity Council meeting.Mother is getting very unsteadyon her feet and has greatdifficulty getting aroundthe house even with her cane.She has cramps very badlyat night and they seemto be growing worse. I can seethat she has failed in strength verynoticeably since Christmas. She longsto see John and I wish he mightcome if only for a week end butI expect things are pretty discouraging with him. They are going to give uptheir apartment and move to aless expensive place before Mar. 1.
JANUARY23FRIDAYCastleton Meeting onProfessional StabilitySo driven with work andmother so uneasy aboutmy going that I finallytelephoned Dr. Scott thatI would not be at theCastleton meeting.
JANUARY24SATURDAYBusy morning and hadto go back at 2:00 P.M. fora meeting of honor societiesto discuss Security FundDriveSUNDAY25JANUARYSun today but very much colder. Did notsleep until after 2:30 A.M. so feel a bit blear eyed.Went to church which was nearly full andheard a very good sermon. Home to fixthe veal chops for dinner. Has grownsteadily colder all day. Busy with ATS& my accounts.
JANUARY26MONDAY8:00 Neighbors Club
JANUARY28WEDNESDAY6:00 Founder's Day Supper 6:00 P.M.7:30 Joint Conference
JANUARY29THURSDAYCold today.Very busy day at the office andI missed Constans very much.The Secretarial girls came in foran hour and we got themost pressing mail answered.More yarn sent from B. for BJ'sfor girls to knit.4:30 U.V M. Senate Public Relations Com.met in Security Fund Office anddid not get away until 6:15. Notime to market so ate scraps fordinner very good.Wrote to John and helped Motherget to bed. She had a bad night
JANUARY30FRIDAYVery busy day at office. Got newDKG file so rearranged and trans-ferred all material to it. Had theusual number of personalconferences, went down to C.P.S.Jr.to sign note for balance owed oncar, to drug store and marketand got back just in time forSenate meeting. Very much of aflop, to my mind. Refused toaccept War Emergency Committee'sreport rec. physical educationfor men. Reversed vote twice. Iwas completely out of patiencewith them. When they tried tochange Phys. Ed. requirements forwomen I objected and they leftUV.M. Senate. it as it was.Helped with dinner and togive Mother hot bath, rest, etc.Worked on accounts untilsleepy.
JANUARY31SATURDAY12:30 Sigma Gamma Coffee Hour. Southwick.Security Fund dance at Watermanat 8:00 P.M. Informal.SUNDAY1FEBRUARYCoffee HourVespers 4:00Mother needed me today so I did notgo to church
FEBRUARY3TUESDAY7:45 UVM. Alumnae - Mrs. Rowell.
FEBRUARY12THURSDAY3:00 Tea for Mrs. Carrigan.
FEBRUARY17TUESDAY6:30 Covered dish supper Theta AlumnaeSouth wick.
FEBRUARY21SATURDAYToday was a holiday at collegeso I was at home part of the morningdid the marketing, errands etcand was ready to take Miss Whitney'splace when she went off duty.Mother suffered severe cramps oncebut seemed better later. I put onmy white dress after I had bro'tMiss. W. up at 6:00 P.M. and wentover to the Fa-So-Mo-Da-Banquet.I was late but was forgiven. Very goodfood and a fine program. I spokebriefly on Hobab, came home so thatElspeth could go to the Kake Walk.Mother all fixed for the night when Icame in and eager to hear allabout it.Slept wellSUNDAY22FEBRUARYNone of us went to church today and Idid not go out except to drive the nursehome & back. A decided change for theworse seemed to come to Mother justas she was eating her dinner. Sheseems confused and her speechis thick. I fear for what it potends.
FEBRUARY23MONDAYMother seemed just a littlebetter this A.M. but thecramps persist and itseems to me that they arenow not confined to thelimbs but affect the wholebody. I stayed with her thisP.M. while Miss Whitneywas off-duty and she slepta good bit.
FEBRUARY26THURSDAYMother is very ill today andI have to face the fact thatthis time no amount of loveand skillful care can keepher with us for much longer.Dr. French was here andchanged the medicine but Ido not think that he feelsthere is much that can bedone for her. I wish John couldbe here but I know that hehas great burdens these daysand will come just as soonas he can. I called him onthe telephone tonight and hewill come tomorrow.
FEBRUARY27FRIDAYMother's condition this morningwas definitely worse and shehas not been fully consciousexcept by spells all day. Johnwired that he would take the8:00 P.M. plane from New Yorkand be here at 10:00.I worked at the office mostof the morning, came home tolunch and then drove Miss Whitneyhome for her rest period andcame back to stay withMother. She was quiet most ofthe P.M. but about 5:30 beganto be very restless and appearedto be having cramps again. I wasglad when it was time to get MissW. who is so tenderly skillful ingiving her the medicine and food.Elspeth had a rich broth of which shetook quite a bit but it is harder &harder for her to swallow. I wentout to the airport at 9:30 to meetJohn. Mother too drowsy to recognizehim
FEBRUARY28SATURDAYMother has been unconsciousmost of the day, all in fact exceptthat this morning while I was atthe office she spoke once and said:"I want to see John." He came inat once and she knew him andtried to say more, to ask for Betty,John thinks, but her strengthfailed and she slipped back to sleep.It is a great comfort to us both thatshe knew he was here, recognizedhim and spoke. She took somebrandy and a little soup butcan swallow only with difficulty.Miss Whitney is very kind anddoes everything fo her.SUNDAY1MARCHGot up at 1:30 to help turn Mother and realizedthat she was failing fast. Stayed close bythro' the night. Once we thought she re-cognized us. She grew weaker and atnoon we realized that it would not belong. At 2:07 she quietly drew onelast long breath and was gone, so
MARCH2MONDAYpeacefully and quietly after allthe pain and stress of the pastfew weeks. I feel so lost andempty but it is good to feelthat she is at peace at lastwith no pain, no anxieties andno fears. I shall try to liveworthily and not lose the senseof her nearness: I believe that shewill pass on to reunion withall her dear ones and I amso thankful that I was ableto care for her and give herevery comfort this winter withloving hands to minister to herin the last hours of her life.I pray that I may always beable to keep my solemn promiseto her to keep close to Johnand to help him wheneverhe needs it, as he will. Sheloved him with such a deepand tender love and byreverses and disappointments
MARCH3TUESDAYof the past few years so worried andsaddened her but never once hasshe lost faith that God wouldguide and strengthen him andbring him and Betty out ontoa straight path. 'Good night, sweetMother, and may God's holy angelsguide thee to thy rest."Monday.This morning I had hard work tokeep control but after John and Ihad been down to see Mother I feltbetter. She looks so peaceful and soquietly at rest. We selected a casketand went again later to takeflowers to be with her tonight. I tooktwo of Mrs. Turnbull's carnations toput on her hands. Agnes wired thatshe will come to Montpelier andDora who was here today, willmeet her and bring herto Jean's. Dora and everyoneis so kind. Many people havecalled today and flowers havepoured in.
MARCH4WEDNESDAYThis A.M. Robert called to say thathe could go with us to Craftsburywhich was a great relief. Manyboxes of flowers came some ofwhich we took with us, the rest tocome with Henry later. We drovedown to Gurney's to get them andso Elspeth could see Mother again.She looks so peaceful but notjust like herself, more like AuntHarriet. The drive home wasnot bad except very wet andeveryone was most kind. I was verytired and went to bed early inBunny's room. Wed. A.M. I was up earlyand at 10:00 we went to the church toarrange the flowers which were manyand very beautiful, a lovely tributeto Mother. Our white carnations wereso beautiful. Dora, Charles, Father McCrayand Agnes came for lunch and wentwith us to the church. It snowed 4 inlast night and blew into drifts somany people could not get there.We left E. Hill about 4:30 and got backabout 7:00
MARCH5THURSDAYAgnes and John and I had alate breakfast this morningand then chatted until itwas time to drive her downto take the bus for Essex Jct.where she was to take the trainfor Springfield. She will spendthe night with Ella. John wentwith me to market and to theP.O. also to get his berth fortonight. Later he dictated to mean assignment to me of hisrights in an invention etc whichhe hopes may pay something sometime.We had codfish and cream fordinner with baked potatoeslike we used to havae when wewere children and before Irealized it the time came forhim to leave. I wrote a letterto Betty which he took with him.I do so hope that he will find asteady position. I shall misshim and worry about himuntil I know he is safely back.
MARCH6FRIDAYI woke with the feeling that I wasfull of weariness even tho' I hadslept fairly well. I had a cup ofcoffee, then a bath and somebreakfast and settled down tothe letters, cards etc which Ilisted, along with the flowersand got off a few notes.After lunch I went downto Dr. Katherine's for a "shot" ofiron and home again towork with Miss Harris onthe Cooperative House listsfor next year. It is hard toget under way again andI wonder whether I can goback Monday. I tho't this A.M.that we could go to themovies tonight but by suppertime I knew I did not wantto go. Lovely anemones camethis A.M. from Prof. & Mrs.Myrick. People are so kind.
MARCH7SATURDAYVery lonely today and as I satdown to write the notes whichmust go to the kind friends whosent flowers I could not see fortears. Elsepth is very kindand very understanding. Ican see that adjusting tolife without mother will be aslow process. She has been thecenter of my life so long andher need of me has kept me closeto her in spirit as well as physically4:00 P.M. Wedding of Betty Marshall& Carl Schofield All Saint's Chapel.SUNDAY8MARCHElspeth and I rose late and went tochurch. Harriet Dustan came to havedinner with us and she & E. went to themuseum while I settled down to letters.Mrs. Dr. Jackson called but otherwise Ihad a quiet P.M. I find that I'm verytired, both in body and spirit.
MARCH9MONDAY4:30 Speaker's Bureau Meeting7:45 Women of Faculty.
MARCH11WEDNESDAY2:30 First Church3:30 Baptist Church6:00 Town Girls Supper7:30 Mass Meeting.
MARCH12THURSDAY12:00 Luncheon USO. Bldg.6:00 Supper Waterman cafeteria7:15 Meeting of State Com. onProfessional Relations.
MARCH13FRIDAYEducational Conferencetoday and tomorrow.
MARCH14SATURDAY9:00 P.M to 12:00 Mortar Board Dance atWaterman Bldg.SUNDAY15MARCHNewcomersMortar BoardVespers.
MARCH17TUESDAY6:30 Delta Phi Epsilon 25th anniversarybanquet at Paragon.
MARCH24TUESDAY[image]
March - 1942Sandusky, O.
APRIL10FRIDAYLeft soon after 8:00 for tripto Maine for Student UnionRegional meeting, Bleak, drearyday. Wore blue suit and Mother'swhite sweater. White rabbit hairscame off and stuck to suit. TookJulie Fletcher, Janet Hackwell andMiss Harris Went via St. J. &Conway where we stopped for lunch.Arrived in blinding snow storm, Freda & Iwere quartered in the guest house.Strenuous meetings all day Saturday,but very worth while. Had lovelydinner - banquet really andMdme. Laurent, Belgian refugeespoke to us about Belgiumunder German occupation.Very weary and was gladwhen we could get to bed.
APRIL11SATURDAYSUNDAY12APRILSun was shining when we leftthis morning but a great deal ofsoft snow had fallen Saturday andthe roads were slippery and difficultto negotiate. Stopped at St. J. for dinnerand at Montpelier to see Janet's family.Very weary indeed.
MAY30SATURDAYWoke to sound of rain andwind but it cleared up someso Elspeth and I drove to theCommon for the Monument Exerciseswhere all had to wait for an hourfor the band. Did not stay forthe address. I am, I find, verytired and the confusion anddisorder in the house tireme more but we will get rightat it and soon I hope to havethings straightened out so thatit is livable. The back lawnsare high with grass. Jean is usingour garden and has planted it.SUNDAY31MAY
JUNE6SATURDAYSUNDAY7JUNEVery busy day as I got up early topractice for Church where I playedthe organ. Took Elspeth up toLookout. Hated to have her go.The house is empty andlonely. Left for Burlingtonat 7:00 and got here wearyto my innermost bone.
JUNE8MONDAYBusy day as Freda has left forMaine and we have a wholestack of student aid applicationsand divers other things to do.
JUNE13SATURDAYSUNDAY14JUNEWent to College Street Church andfound it was Children's Day.Can't go home until Tues. or Wed.Expect Agnes will come up andspend a week or ten days withme.
JUNE15MONDAYAgnes came on the day traintonight and I surely wasglad to see her.
JUNE16TUESDAYStudent Aid Committe meetingall day.
JUNE27SATURDAYSUNDAY28JUNEWent to church and played the organas Lucille has been exposed to themumps. Myrtie invited me to dinnerand I was glad to accept. Lonely afternoon.Went up to the cemetery to take someflowers. Lovely and peaceful there.Wrote to John.
JUNE29MONDAYUp early and had ourwashing all out by 10:00so we tackled the laundryand were busy with thatuntil nearly 4:00 P.M. It wasin a mess and I clearedout and threw away andsalvaged for the governmentIt looks quite empty nowcompared with its previouscondition.
JULY3FRIDAYToday Clara and I workedhard all day andfinished cleaning thekitchen& cellar cupboards.Bunny invitedme to have supper withher at "Monte Carlo" andthat was very pleasant.Clara went to the danceat Shadow Lake and Ito the Library Party whereI was very happy to findEthel Dutton. I sat with herand we had a nice visit.She and John home for the 4thClara and I drove to Hardwickto get provisions after 5:00 asI expect James in the A.M. While Iwas at supper with OBG he calledfrom Boston to say he had towork but would come to Bartonon the sleeper Sat. night so I willmeet him there early Sunday.No word from John.
JULY4SATURDAYVery busy morning getting lastthings done. Clara and I washedand I ironed some and alsoroasted the beef for tomorrow andmade custard for ice cream. I tookClara home at 3:30. At 5:10 awire came from James askingme to meet him at Waterburyso I hurried off and wasthere when he arrived. It seemshe got off at noon and caughtthe train by a hair's breadth. Wegot home and had a late supperof ham and eggs after which he went down to Will's for the night. Jean camein.SUNDAY5JULYCool day. I was up early for I had much todo. Went to church and played organthen home to freeze ice cream and getdinner. Will, Helen and James cameto eat with me and after they left Ihad to rush to get things packed,refrigerator cleaned out and
JULY6MONDAYall the last minute things done soI could close the house. Iwent around from room to roomdrinking in all the quiet andorder and peace and wishedthat I might stay there wherethere are so many memoriesof happier days but of courseI can't do that for I must getback to work. James decided to g[o]via Burlington so we left about7:00 picking up Happy Dustan andgot here just in time for him totake his train for Boston. I foundFreda Harris here and I wasglad for I have never felt soalone in my life, I find I amreally very tired. The intense physicalactivity of the past three weeks whileit offered an outlet and keptme from brooding, took a toll andI'm lame in every joint. I feelas if I had come to the end ofsome thing and closed a door.
JULY7TUESDAYNo letter from John yet and I donot know what I can do more.I know that such silences bodeill and I have small doubtthat he is either drinking againor that things have gone so badlythat he has no heart to write. Ido not know what I should do.I wish he and Betty would go uphome and stay until falland give themselves a chanceto get rested and away fromthe problems in New York. I haveno more money to give them andeven if I had that is no solutionbut only a poor palliative.I swung into a pile of work onmy desk and have been verybusy all day yesterday andtoday. We have plans allready for tomorrow andI hope the Registrationwill progress smoothly.
JULY8WEDNESDAYSummer Session RegistrationCarolyn, Freda and I wereon hand at the Gym at8:30. The registration is muchlighter than last year. Mr.Douglass' mother died onMonday night so he had toleave early today. He looksbadly. I saw Proctor Pageand Pres. Millis. Everyone ishaving jitters about thefuture but I think thingswill settle down sooneror later.Came home tonight veryweary and fell into bed.
JULY9THURSDAYWe were up and at itagain this A.M. but veryfew enrolled. The moneycame out right the firsttime so we go away soonafter five and wentover to Robinson Hall fordinner. We are notusing Grassmount this year.Helen Nichols is definitelylooking for another job. HowI shall miss her! I thinkit is a cruel mistake to lether go. She is far too fineand too valuable. BetseyPerry and John Harold haveleft. He has a job in ChicagoWe shall miss them too.
JULY10FRIDAYNo word from John allweek. I am worried andfrightened. Jimmy camein today to bring my clockand umbrella. He reports that[illegible] is worse again andI fear what may happen.Busy day. A.M. conferencewith Pres. Millis after Assemblyand this P.M. went afterflowers and arranged themfor the reception at Southwicktonight. Warm but not hotbut I was tired when I gothome.Went with Freda to concert& reception, both successfulbut nothing seems to easethe ache in my heart andthe loneliness which sweepsover me at times like ablack cloud.
JULY11SATURDAYVery busy morning andthen down to get gas rationcard but did not know thenumber of my tax stamp sohad to go home and get it andreturn after lunch. I went tomarket and bought twocheap cotton dresses for thehot days which I am surewill come soon.Went to the Marston's forsupper - had baked beansvery good and an open firevery welcome. After bed timewe had a thunder storm.SUNDAY12JULYWoke weary but got up, mademuffins, got breakfast and weboth went to church. Very good sermon.Had dinner at Robinson andhave worked on cooperative houseassignments and letters all P.M.
JULY29WEDNESDAYJean sent some beautifulglads in memory of dearMother's birthday and Iarranged them on her tableby her picture with a vigilcandle burning. I miss Motherso much still and it comesover me in heartache somany, many times, whensome little word or soundreminds me of her. Today Ifelt very near to her there inthe room where she sat so oftenin the big chair watching forme to come home and whereI watched her during thoselast sad days, her life slowlyebbing away. I have been readingtoday again the letter she wroteon her birthday a year ago. Ithink she realized then thatshe might not see anotherbirthday. Dear mother, howmuch she did for us and how
JULY30THURSDAYmuch I miss her every day,both here and when I go hometo the quiet stillness of theempty house at East Hill.I wish I might have gonehome this week end but thegas and tires must beconserved for later as Ihave only the 4 gals. per weeknow and it takes all of thatto get my work done.
AUGUST19WEDNESDAYCatherine up early, very jitterybut I prevailed upon her to eather breakfast. Her M.A. exambegan at 8:00 and at 10:15she went into the office,glowing with success. Shehad done a brilliant exam,so Dr. Douglass and MissSullivan reported. She andMiss Culey left soon afternoon and Kate will returnon Friday. The place is verylonely without her. How Iwish that she were goingto teach in Burlington andcould live with me.
AUGUST22SATURDAYCommencement exercises todayand Kate got her degree Very nice butvery warm.Busy morning and a rush toget packed, do marketing and pickup Catherine and Helen to go toCraftsbury. Went via Eden Mt. methuge truck of logs, took to the ditch,could not get started tho so hadto back down the hill. Finally got homeand soon had a fire and a goodsupper on the table but mean whileHelen went out in the sun to pick black-berries, got sick and vomitedbadly so we put her to bed inthe east room with a cloth on her head.Arranged to have C. go to church at theBend with Miss Tobin. Sadie Seneyprowling about at Jean's. Bunnyfrantic.SUNDAY23AUGUSTUp very early as Miss Nulty was to leaveat 7:30 for Mass with Sadie and got upabout 6:00. Helen better and so shecould eat her breakfast. She and I wentto church and then to Common fordinner. Found car afire underinstrument board so couldnt useit and had to borrow Ouida's
AUGUST24MONDAYto drive my guests up to Hearthside.Stopped on way back and rousedFred who finally came up andtowed it down to the garage. Itmakes me shudder to think whatmight have happened had thefire spread to the cushions etc.Took the guests for a walk overto the cemetary and thro AlstonWoods. Got lost coming back asthe trees have grown up so inthe pasture beyond the woodsthat I could not find theold wood road which leadsback to the meadow.Up early this A.M. clothes notdry so Lucile agreed to get themin when they were ready. Wascold and wet today, such achange from Sat. & Sun. Wegot back here just in timefor my 2:00 P.M. appointment
AUGUST25TUESDAYStudent aid meeting all morningand much work on my deskI wired Freda to come backat once. Tho't to findherhereyesterday. Room assignmentsmust be done this week andconference plans made.
AUGUST27THURSDAYHectic day as usual.Miss Harris drove backfrom Skowhegan today sowe can get to work on roomassignments tomorrow.
AUGUST28FRIDAYCharlotte came in from camptoday and is spending thenight with me. We had asimple dinner of cold hamand sundry things fromthe refrigerator and she slepton the couch as we couldnot pull out the trundlebed: Kate must haveput a hex on it. We havean idea that we might go toCraftsbury tomorrow.
AUGUST29SATURDAYBusy A.M. at the office but I finishedabout 1:00 and came home tofind Charlotte there so as soon aswe had our lunch we packedup to go to Craftsbury. We went viaWaterbury and the trip was lovelyand colder as we got near home.Found Jean's library tea in progressso we dropped in there. Phoebe cametoday for three weeks. Cooked a goodsupper and visited the library inthe eve. I also made jelly or startedit and ironed the six sheets etcwhich Lucile had rescued from theline last Monday. To bed, weary.Paul & Bessie Heidger called this P.M.with the baby.SUNDAY30AUGUSTThis A.M. put up lunches for Charlotte andher three cousins to take to Greensboro,washed, ironed, etc until time to go toJean's for dinner. Home to make thejelly with apples from Jean's: ironedsome more and took a walk down bythe lane to see my trees. Lovely eveningC. came back about eight and all dead
AUGUST31MONDAYa while and went to bed early.Up and at my works early.Cooked the jelly and strainedit into the glasses. Gordon hereto work. Cleaned up the kitchenand packed up to return to B.G. & C. managed to get Jean'sbicycle into the back of the car,and it is now in my garagehere. Whether I shall ever dareto ride it remains to be seen.Left about 10:30 and gothere in time to eat a bite oflunch and keep my 2:00appointment at the office.Very busy P.M. Charlotte wentback to camp this P.M. butbefore she left she invited meto have dinner Tues withher and her father andDr. BeardsleyMiss H. and I worked all P.Mon room assignments.Tired tonight.
SEPTEMBER1TUESDAYRooms again today butwith Freda to help this forenoonwe got the tangle pretty wellstraightened out. She had toplay for a wedding this P.M.so I worked at my deskclearing up odds & ends.Investigator for Civil Servicecalled to get information aboutJean Young. It is quite warmtoday so a white dress wasin order. My wardrobe is inan awful state but with allthe bills - insurance, taxes,electricity for East Hill, USO,and divers other expenses Ican do nothing about itnow. Went to dinner withCharlotte etc at Marietta'sand had a good, tho' minutesteak. Dr. B. came for meand took me for a ride outthe Hinesburg Road afterwards.She confessed to disliking me
SEPTEMBER2WEDNESDAYbecause of some fanciedinterference in the case ofElizabeth Richards last spring.Inasmuch as I was notguilty of it and proved itto her she forgave all andgave me a handclasp whichnearly crushed my fingers whenshe left. She is going back toSpringfield to open an officefor herself soon.Busy all day and camehome to a lonely dinnerand quiet evening.Mr. Turnbull was in atnoon about his job. He hasbeen offered a place at thenew Boys Club. I hope we canpay him more and keep him.Isabel Udall was here over nightcoming from Princeton for hervacation. She left for home onthe bus this P.M.
SEPTEMBER3THURSDAYWoke late so had to hurry breakfastand leave without making my bed.Worked on room assignments andhad a talk with Pres. Millis on thefurnishings for the lounge for girl'son the third floor. Many detailsneeding attention. This P.M. Dr.Adams and Miss Underwoodcame to discuss plans forthe Congregational Conferencenext week. More withdrawalstoday but also some new girlsapplying so that we haveall the rooms tentativelyassigned.Home for my lonely dinnerand this evening I havewritten to John and to James.Meant to string my beadswhich are now all broken,but too sleepy.Learned sad news of death ofAlice Morrill. Funeral Saturdayin Castleton.
SEPTEMBER5SATURDAYWas invited to go to Cedar Beachfor week-end but felt I ought togo to Alice Morrill's funeralHowever, it began to rainhard soon after noon andMiss Holbrook and I agreedthat it was better not to go.But I also decided thatI would prefer not to go to C. B.until tomorrow. Freda and Iworked until 3:00 at the officeand then I came homeand got a rather meagermeal and read all eveningCedar Beach.SUNDAY6SEPTEMBERgot up and after breakfast andsome few duties drove downto Cedar Beach & spent all P.M. ina chaise longue out in the sun.A perfectly beautiful day andvery pleasant people. Got warmedthro', had good dinner andpleasant conversation.
SEPTEMBER7MONDAYBeautiful morning out very chillyby the lake. I got up and dressedwith teeth chattering. Had breakfastwith Margaret in front of thefire and later drove back toBurlington. Not so clear asit was yesterday but nice. Mr.Swift called from the officeso I went over and Fredaand I worked on rooms etc.until after three. Then I camehome, washed and laterironed, pressed my dressand went out to DorotheaSmith's for dinner, which wasserved in her little cottage.It was nice there with an openfire and we ate in front of itas it was too windy out onthe terrace. Home finallyand to my bed withan asperin as I felt ratherchilly. Dorothea went backto New York tonight.
SEPTEMBER8TUESDAYBack to work early. Had along student aid meetingand also several parentscoming in. Do not feel veryfit today. Think I mayhave taken cold at CedarBeach.Finally got a chance to writeto James which I have beentrying to do for three weeks.Aunt Kate came down todayto hear Monsignor Fulton Sheean [Sheen]and Mollie Sullivan gaveme a ticket so I went tooand enjoyed it very much.The Tobin's took us all intheir car. Aunt K. is at theDe Goesbriand and willstay until Thursday.
SEPTEMBER9WEDNESDAYVery busy morning and I havefelt rotten, heavy eyed andsluggish in spite of a goodnight's sleep. Went over to theMuseum with Aunt Kateafter the Health Service andLibrary Committee meetings andthen had lunch with her &Sadie at the Park but the roastbeef was very tough, the corn veryover cooked and I did notenjoy the meal, except of course,seeing Aunt Kate. Busy allP.M. with room assignments andafter I reached home Proctor Pagecame over to bring me threebeautiful trout which he caughton his fishing trip in Canada.I cooked them and ate twofor supper and will have thethird one tomorrow. Very tiredand went to bed at 9:30 butwas restless and dreamedall night.
SEPTEMBER10THURSDAYHecticly busy day and notime for lunch as I waited toreceive Aunt Kate and MissTobin at the office. I also hadto go downtown to mail lettersto Verna Parker and to girls fromwhom we have not yet heard as toroom. This P.M. there was ameeting of the Advisory Board at 2:00and the Budget Committee at4:00 with plenty of other thingsin between. Came home andwarmed up the macaroni formy dinner and after thedishes were washed went toSouthwick to hear Dr. GeorgiaHarkness who was a decideddisappointment. Saw the Hawleys'Rev. Leroy Rice and had a littlevisit with Dr. Todd. Thick fogeverywhere tonight. Feeling betterthan I did this AM - not sopunchy. Verna telephoned tonightand I told her to come.
SEPTEMBER19SATURDAYSUNDAY20SEPTEMBERVerna not here. I worked hardall forenoon, had dinner atthe Waterman dining room. Wentto first Vesper service at 4:00. Verygood audience and good address.by Rev. Hugh White.
SEPTEMBER25FRIDAYMet Kate Wilcox at 11:00 P.M.bus late but she arrivedcheerful - How I do like her.She is a rare person.
SEPTEMBER26SATURDAYCatherine went to the dentistand I went to the office in A.M.This P.M. we went to Colodnysfor marketing and then shoppedfor an hour. Bought a simpleblack dress. Home and haddinner here. Dance at Watermanbut the Witham's took charge so Idid not feel obliged to go. Catherinegave me a lovely bunch of asters.Very warm and humid, butwindy nevertheless.President'sCoffee Hour.SUNDAY27SEPTEMBERIt rained torrents and blew a galeall day. Took CAW to train atnoon and my umbrella blewinside out and split. Got my feetwet. Changed the silver service, took itto Southwick and helped arrange theflowers. Poured coffee and was usefulfor 2 hrs. Felt like like [sic] toothache
SEPTEMBER28MONDAYTues.Tues. Sept. 29.another morning of inter viewsand very busy.This afternoon went to the"Y" banquet at Watermanbut was late becausethe Advisory Board whichbegan at 4:15 was stillgoing at 6:00. The interestand enthusiasm of theY group very encouragingExplained GSO to themand the candle lightingservice was nice. Charlotteand Florence Wade alsothere. Good supper preparedby Penelope and Ruth Bunell.Home, dead tired, read awhile and to bed
SEPTEMBER29TUESDAYMonday, Sept. 28.Morning full of interviews andbegan trying to get together allthe evidence about the AllenHouse stealing case but itwas slow work because of thehazy stories told by themany girls involved.Had a busy afternoon, wentto the Hotel Vermont to havedinner with the Daily NewsEditor, Ritchie Low andMrs. Luening [Loening] after which webroad cast for a half houron the "Vermonters Talk itOver" Program. Rushed up toWaterman to look in on theCommunity Concert dinnerand spoke briefly, then had toleave to go over to AllenHouse to get the latest storyon the stealing. Found MaryHarmon's slip in Esther's draweralso several books which donot belong to her, on the desk.
SEPTEMBER30WEDNESDAYBeautiful, clear, cool dayWent to office as usual andhad seven freshmen womenin for interviews. Ouida calledup about noon and I wentdown and had lunch withher at The Park and latertook her to the oculist, thenwent to La Berge to get somebutton crysanthems [chrysanthemums] forAunt Kate & left them atSadie Tobin's. This P.M. triedto finish resumé of thestealing story but hadso many people in thatI could not do it.Home at 4:00 to dress for TriDelt Tea and then hometo dinner of scraps and toS.U. Mass meeting. Got away earlyand so got three letterswritten, Phoebe, Elspeth & James.Verna out at a lecture.
OCTOBER3SATURDAYBusy morningSUNDAY4OCTOBER
OCTOBER16FRIDAYI was very busy with freshmenconferences all morning butI left early this P.M. camehome, put the place in order,vacuumed the rugs, dustedetc. Packed my bags andgathered in Clara White, BethiaNoble and Janet about 5:00 P.M.and we drove home. Stuart& Lucie were home both veryhappy apparently. Stuart went up to the house and helpedunload my bags, I went to Jean'sfor the keys and found themat supper so I was glad to sitdown to scrambled eggs with them.I later went home, built fires inthe kitchen and the furnace &put away my things. Jean wantedme to stay with them but I feltlike sleeping in my own bedeven tho' the house was nottoo warm. Wished that Johnmight be there in the house with me.
OCTOBER17SATURDAYWas cold all night and got up lamein my joints. Spent the morning in thebarn loft, cellar and attic and bynoon had collected a truck load ofjunk which Kenneth took to the Village.Cleaned up and had nice luncheon withJean & Ouida at Aunt Kate's. Left early toget at my flower beds but got onlyhalf of south bed done by the timeit was dark. Put bone meal aroundthe peonies, transplanted phlox andset bulbs. Dressed again and took OBG& myself down to Mrs. Tenney's for dinnerwhich we ate in front of the fire placeVery pleasant. Am tired tonight.SUNDAY18OCTOBERRained in the night and it is colder today.Made jelly and then went to church andto Jean's for lunch. Back home to workon my speech for tomorrow. Went to InterCommunity meeting at church andspoke briefly. Good audience. Finishedmy outline for talk about 11:30 P.M.
OCTOBER19MONDAYDamp, dreary day. Did somelaundry this A.M. but too wet todry clothes out-of-doors. Worked hardall morning, polishing up my talkand after sketchy lunch drove toMorrisville to speak to Women's Clubat P.A. Prof. Eaton sent all the girlsin so I had to revamp what Ihad prepared to fit them. Saw somepeople I knew but felt a bit lowin my mind and very lameCame home slowly, had supperat Jean's and afterwards wenthome and worked until timefor bed putting things away andordering in general. Stopped onway home today to see Elspeth whowill go back with me tomorrow.Very tired tonight and very lonelyhere. The house is so empty butyet I love it and every yard ofearth around it. If only Johncould have come home with meit would have been so comforting
OCTOBER20TUESDAYUp early and sped about all forenooncleaning the refrigerator, puttingaway the tools, cleaning up stairs etc.Moved the porch boxes into thecellar which was a chore as theyare very heavy. Think Gordon musthave put the coal grates intothe junk as I cannot findthem in the cellar. Will bro't twoloads of furnace wood andpiled it in the cellar, also somefor the kitchen stove. Saw that Icould not get off by noon socalled the office and canceledappointments. About 3:30 P.M.had things in pretty good shapeso picked up Elspeth and herthings, went to Lookout for cannedfruit etc and drove back viaCambridge. Snow on the mountainsand a lovely sunset whichsoothed my weary spirit. Noletter from John when I gothere. Found Verna and her
OCTOBER21WEDNESDAYmother here, never was moreweary but had a meetingtonight so could not get to bed earlyWednesday I woke up with nolife at all - very lame andcompletely flat. Had very busyday at the office and a longmeeting tonight with House Presidents.Did not sleep well last nightbecause the double windowsare on and it was muchtoo warm. Mrs. Parker staysuntil tomorrow afternoon.no letter from John today eitherand my heart is heavy withanxiety over them both. The pathhas been so rough these lastfive years and I fear for thefuture.
OCTOBER22THURSDAYBusy day again because we hadthe State YWCA meeting here from11:00 A.M. until 3:30 and ameeting of the Health Counciltonight at Waterman. I feel somebetter today having slept betterlast night. Mrs. P. went home onthe bus. It is nice havingElspeth here and we seem tofit in together very well.We had a good YWCA Councilmeeting and a very goodluncheon upstairs in the facultydining room. Pres. Millis isaway on his vacation whichhe has surely earned.Rainy and bleak today.
OCTOBER23FRIDAYVery full morning withFreshman appointments allforenoon and part of the P.M. Dean Swift's birthday sowe had tea to celebrate. Iworked late and as Vernawas out we had supperby ourselves and Idid not go to the One-ActPlaysI found a letter from Johnwhen I came in this P.M. andI was so relieved to seehis handwriting that I wasweak in the knees. He had writtento me Oct. 10 but neglected to mailthe letter. He seems very tiredand discouraged and myheart aches for him. I do hope& pray that he gets some thingto do soon. He is so dear tome and I hate to havediscouragment and defeathis portion.
OCTOBER24SATURDAYBusy morning at the office. Vernaleft for home on early bus. A letter fromConcord saying that Aunt Marthadied at 10:30 yesterday. I shall planto go to the funeral which will beat 11:00 A.M. Monday. I am sosorry that I did not go down to seeher this summer even if there wasno time nor money with which to do it.Went to Friends in Council this P.M.at Margaret Whitings but did not goto S.& S. dance tonight. Invited toProspect Hall for dinner tomorrow.SUNDAY25OCTOBERTook 11:30 bus for Concord and had6 hours on it. Arrived in rain,got some dinner and went to EagleHotel and to bed at 8:30. Called BerthaGill. Woke up at 11:00 with indigestionbut finally got to sleep again.
OCTOBER26MONDAYUp and had breakfast tho' not yetquite settled in my stomachBertha came for me and wewalked up to the Home. Roy & Regedid not come and I learnedfrom Bertha that they failedto remember Aunt Martha's birthday.A few of her old friends were thereand a very nice minister reada beautiful service. We went outto the cemetery in the rain andlaid dear Aunt Martha to restbeside Uncles Charles. There were lovelyflowers, Bertha's, Roy's and mine.Bertha took me to lunch andI got the bus at 12:40. It pouredall the way back and the tripwas long and tiresome.Elspeth had a nice dinner whenI got here. Verna did not comeuntil we were all thro. I amtired but so glad thatI went to Concord. The lastone of mother's family is now gone.
NOVEMBER5THURSDAYToday I hoped to get my hair doneand my car serviced but I wasnot able to do either as the garagewas too busy for the car andI had too much on my desk toget away to the hair dressers.
NOVEMBER6FRIDAY10:30 Hair dresser.6:00 Baked Bean Supper - Cafeteria
NOVEMBER7SATURDAYHome ComingWeek End.SUNDAY8NOVEMBERWoke up in the night feeling nauseatedand was quite uncomfortable for a time.Finally got to sleep about 7:00 anddid not wake until 10:00. Did not go tochurch, either this A.M. or tonight. Mrs.Doughty here for dinner. Margaret Hagencalled. Elspeth gone to hear Dr. Lew.
NOVEMBER9MONDAYJean called last night to seeif I were coming today andsaid she had still some pre-ration gas and if I would comeshe would fill up my tank. Itwas such a lovely day thatI decided to go and so at 11:00 Elspethand I set out. We went over themountain and found the tripdelightful. It was not very coldand the sun shone all day. I gotto Casa Mia just as Aunt Katewas starting so I took her on toJean's, Arthur & Jeannette came tooand we had a nice dinner anda pleasant time. I saw Ted aboutputting on the double windowsI got my two bushels of potatoesalso took out some screens, openedthe safe & got spoons etc. Walked overto the cemetery just before sunsetthen drove back to Burlington.Found no letter from John.
NOVEMBER10TUESDAYA gloomy day with wind andrain tho' not cold. Depressingand not very satisfactory asto accomplishment. Verna wentto a USO dance tonight and wewent to hear Walter Hard.No letter from John.Had a card from Bertha givingme Roy's address so I remailedthe letter which had come backfrom Kansas City, Mo. Also hada letter from Mrs. Pond the oldlady who was so kind to AuntMartha and one from Inezinviting me to have Thanksgivingwith them at Montpelier. I cannotgo because there is to be onlythe day and I must be hereto attend the Campus dinnerat Waterman.
NOVEMBER11WEDNESDAY7:30 Joint Conference
NOVEMBER12THURSDAYMrs. Bickford and her sister Jean cameto call today accompanied byPeter, the dog. I was very glad tosee them again.
NOVEMBER13FRIDAY12:00 Luncheon guests Janet Bickford &her sister.
NOVEMBER14SATURDAY26° very cold, windyday.8:00 Busy morning at the officeSUNDAY15NOVEMBER10:45 Church & callers1:30 guest for dinner.2:30 Coffee Hour4:00 Vespers5:00 Bond Sale Committee.
NOVEMBER17TUESDAYΚΑΘ Alumnae - Polly Gurney's
NOVEMBER18WEDNESDAY8:15 Concert City Hall.
NOVEMBER20FRIDAY7:30 Fall Play.
NOVEMBER21SATURDAYSUNDAY22NOVEMBERWent to church today. Verygood sermon.
NOVEMBER25WEDNESDAYVerna packed her things andwent over to Dr. King's beforeleaving to spend Thanksgivingwith her family in Springfield.
NOVEMBER26THURSDAYThanksgiving Day. 1942Today was rather a lonely daythe first Thanksgiving for many yearswhen Mother has not been with me. We went to church at theMethodist church union service andafterwards met Cora and she camehome with us. At 12:30 we went toWaterman to meet Ray and the girlsand there we stood in line quitea while but finally got a verygood dinner, turkey, etc. We cameback here for coffee and soon after three Ray, Cora & Jean leftto drive back to Springfield. I wroteletters to John, Betty, James andAunt Kate, and had a veryquiet evening at my desk.
NOVEMBER27FRIDAYBusy morning beginnig [beginning] wrongbecause I slept over and was not quite on time.  Went down townto the Church Council meetingat 10:00 and it was still going at12:00 so I left to come back to theoffice for an appointment. Wasbusy until 4:00. Miss Healey camefrom Barre for an interviewabout the position as secretaryalso I interviewed a Miss Everett.Cut faculty meeting to come toMiss Storms for tea and tomeet a Miss Mary Frenchwho may be a good housedirector sometime. Left justtime to dress to go to theBennett's for dinner with Pres.& Mrs. Millis, Mr. Meyers andLester & Oliver Prindle.Had a very nice eveningColder tonight.
NOVEMBER28SATURDAYvery chilly day.Very hectic morning but I got quitea bit done after noon while waitingfor the sophomore Aides to finish thesale of Defense stamp corsages.Had lunch and went to Colodny,to market, then downtown on errands.Had old-fashioned codfish andcream with baked potatoes fordinner and it tasted good. Wentto the Military Ball in theevening, very interesting as theybrought in a "jeep" and a gunJanet Hackwell elected Co-Ed Major.Home fairly early and sleptvery well. Met young Porter Dale at the dance.SUNDAY29NOVEMBERWarmer today and by afternoonwas snowing. Went to church andHappy came for dinner. Later Iwent over to Southwick to the Staff &Sandal supper. Have not donemuch today - not even a letter.
DECEMBER1TUESDAYUVM. Alumnae Club. Watermanfor supper: Program at Museum8:00 P.M.
DECEMBER2WEDNESDAY4:30 Phi Beta Kappa, Education Office6:00 Parish Supper.
DECEMBER4FRIDAY7:00 7:45 Southwick Women of Faculty.7:30 8:15 Concert
DECEMBER5SATURDAYWorked all A.M. Came home and Mrs.Merrick arrived shortly for lunch.At 3:30 we left for the Club meeting.Mrs. M. very interesting speaker andmade a very good impression. I tookher downtown after the meeting andshe went out to Dan Dyer's to spend thenight. I got dressed and went to thePan-Hellenic Dance at Watermanuntil 12:00 P.M. It was a large crowd and very good music.1:30 Friends in Council - Klifa Club8:30 - Pan-Hellenic Dance.SUNDAY6DECEMBERSnowy day. We went toChurch and this evening I gotall dressed up and went to the Smith - Small wedding which was a verylovely affair at the Unitarian church.They both seem like the nicest kids.Beatrice Small's wedding 8:00 P.M.
DECEMBER8TUESDAY6:00 Phi Beta Kappa Initiation 6:007:00 Dinner at Waterman7:30 Address - 8:15 Pres. Freeman ofMiddlebury.
DECEMBER10THURSDAY6:00 YWCA Supper.
DECEMBER12SATURDAYSUNDAY13DECEMBERVery nice winter day. We got uplater than is our wont andwent to church. Harriet Jean andJanet came over and went toCoffee Hour and the concert withme. The music was perfectlylovely, especially the new Christmascantata written by Dr. Stehr.
DECEMBER15TUESDAY6:30 Christmas dinner at Robinson.
DECEMBER16WEDNESDAY6:30 Christmas Dinner. Waterman.
DECEMBER17THURSDAYmuch colder todayVery involved day with manyinterruptions and people comingand going all day long.I have not found any gift forAunt Kate yet and Jean's has not come. Elspeth and I wentdown to the Tri Delt Housefor the Russian Relief supper. Therewas a crowd there and avery "sandwichy" supper. Home towait until 10:30 to go to Southwickto greet the carol singers. Charlottecame in to call early, then I leftfor Southwick where I found Prof.Ladd who is good but tiresome.Singers were late but finally arrivedand we fed them cocoa & sandwichesand I brought a load home, thenwent back to help the girls clean up thekitchen and took them home. To bed 12:00Russian Relief Supper atTri Delt House.Carol Singers - 10:30 at Southwick.
DECEMBER18FRIDAYA very hectic day as the Juniorsand Seniors were to leaveat 11:10 A.M. in order tolighten the traffic on trainsand busses tomorrow.There is so much that I want toget done before Carolyn leaveson Dec. 31 that I do not knowif I can take the time to go toEast Hill even if I can get there.Gasoline is "frozen" here today - none on "A" cards and only3 gals. on a B card. I got 3but as my tank was practicallyempty that will be of little useto go home on unless I canget more next week.I was home for dinner andthe evening for the first timetonight since last Sunday.It is getting colder tonight.Juniors & Seniors left this noonand the others go tomorrow.
DECEMBER19SATURDAYBitterly cold 20° belowwith north wind.Very cold this A.M. I drove the car to theoffice planning to go down town to dosome errands after work but when Icame out the battery was dead so I calledthe garage and walked home. It was bitterlycold with an icy wind blowing fromthe N.W. I wanted to go to Liz Gurney's weddingso I went out to take the bus but it was lateso I walked all the way to St. Paul's and Iwas so cold when I got there that I shiveredall thro' the service. Did errands, marketed& finally got the car back in time to go tothe airport to meet DMH. Gladys & Pit also met herso she went home with them for supper and I cameback to eat oyster stew at home. Later I went forher but some time meanwhile my radiatorfroze up and I do not knowthe extent of the damage yet. This A.M. it was 30° below zero on Ledge Rd. and28° here. We did not try to go to church.Dorothy left for home about 10:00 AMand I have worked on Christmas thingsall day. Got John and Betty's boxof fruit jelley etc ready and some
DECEMBER21MONDAYSunday.other packages tied up. My heart islonely and I cannot keep fromthinking of last year when Motherwas here, Frail as she was thenand knowing, I am sure, that sheprobably would not be here for anotherChristmas Day, she was full of thoughtsfor her dear ones. Our Christmas Daytogether with no one but she and II shall never forget. No letter fromJohn last week but I hope he wrotetoday and I shall get it Mon.or Tuesday. I wrote James todayand have been out to mail itIt is way below zero now andAltho the wind has gone doneI know it will be a bitter night.Monday. Another bitterly coldday with a keen wind. I havenot been really warm sincelast Friday. Got more cardsand John's second box offtoday and did a good bitof desk work as well.
DECEMBER22TUESDAYNot quite so cold today butstill far from balmy.Had a good letter from Johntoday and a card fromBetty. John has had a badcold. How I wish that wecould be together for Christmasbut that does not seem possiblethis year and I shall go to Jeansand try not to feel too bereft.James has only the day off sohe cannot come either.Received several nice lookingpackages today. Also fixeda basket of jelly, jam etc forthe Millis family, one for AnnaSmith and one for Jeanette Davisand for Miss Storms.Mr. Turnbull brought us a lovelybasket with a jar of coffee!!, sixfresh eggs and a jar of pears.All very welcome indeedThey are very kind peopleGot my car back - not much damage
DECEMBER23WEDNESDAYBusy morning as usual.Went downtown, orderedpoinsettia for Dean & Mrs. Swiftand plant for the Bennet's alsofor Mrs. Turnbull and tookthe latter in when I came home
DECEMBER24THURSDAYBusy morning with a StudentAid meeting, big mail and anumber of errands to do downtown.Bob Paterson called to say he woulddrive home with & for me. I went tothe President's party at 3:00 andgot away early so we startedabout four for East Hill. Roads verygood until we got to the foot of thehill but made it without chains. Leftfresh roses at Aunt Kate's and tookBob as far as the Dutton's. FoundBunny in bed with bronchitis andAunt Kate also in bed, worn out fromgoing to Jean's pageant last night. Hadearly supper then joined Jean and theGirl Scouts in a big sled drawn by thefarm horses driven by Will Grahamand we went all about singingcarols to the neighbors. I was cold butotherwise enjoyed it. Home and helpedJean trim the tree and open packagestied up others, etc until 1:30 A.M. whenI just had to go to my bed.
DECEMBER25FRIDAYChristmas Day. Had gone to bed solate that Jean had to wake me up toget down to Aunt Kate's for mass at7:30. Father La Veer was a bit late,other wise we would not have made it.Very impressive service tho' I cannotfollow it very well. Jean left and Sadie& I had breakfast together. Later Jean& I took a sled full of packages anddelivered them arount the village.I gave Mother's warm bed socks andblue shoulder jacket to Minnie McLaren.Had very nice dinner at Casa Miawith champagne and plum puddingburning with brandy, then the tree inthe big room. Aunt Kate gave me AuntMary's amethyst beads. Home to put Bunny back to bed, then Aunt Kate and Sadiecame down to see the tree and Mary Root,Bess, Mary Lett, Mildred & her husbandcame to call. The maids all away soI prepared supper and we ate ontrays in Bunny's room. I miss myown dear family and Mother so much.
DECEMBER26SATURDAYThis morning it was clear and sunnywith a light blanket of fresh snowover everything. Breakfast in bed andthen I dressed in my warmest clothes &went over to the house. It was bitterlycold in there and I found that snow haddrifted in the SE. window and the things inthe front cellar - ink, etc. were frozen. I got thethings I needed and after a quick lookaround I left. Jean had the Scouts for lunch inthe kitchen. I made griddle cakes for the crowd &later made calls on Aunt Kate, Lottie Harriman& Helen & Will. Roy & Frances were there. I liked hervery much at first sight. In the evening I madesurgical dressings at the Library until 10:00SUNDAY27DECEMBERUp early today and went by myself to church asJean was off to Patmos. Sang in the choir &had a nive visit with Ruth Osborne and mether two little girls - not so little after all.Had a very good dinner and as soon aspossible afterwards left for B. Picked up EPUand got back, the last twenty miles thro' asleet storm. Had to get out twice to
DECEMBER28MONDAYclear the ice from the windshieldand was lucky to get up French Hillbefore it became too slippery to bepassable. Glad to get home and putthe car in the garage. Opened therest of my packages and fell intobed.Monday - Went to the office andfound plenty to do. Had lovelygifts from James today - a half-dozen silver spoons - coffee sizeand a silver, glass lined bonbondish, also a big box of candy.It is a wet, warm thawing dayand very dark and dreary.
DECEMBER30WEDNESDAYPouring rainHad several appointments thismorning and then went downto get my hair done. No bus cameso I walked both ways in thepouring rain and got wet inspite of an umbrella and overshoes.Worked a while at the office andfinished up several odds &ends.  Dean Swift decided to giveEdith and Carolyn Sat. A.M offwhich pleases me. Bought twopairs of gloves and two shirts atReynolds sale. Could get only Rayonwhich I detest but shall no doubtbe thankful enough for those beforesilk is available again. Saddenedbecause I have had no letter fromJohn since Christmas. I thought Iwould surely get one today.Have not felt like going anywheretho' I told Marianne that I would call her this week to go to themovies. Must economize forthe next three months more than ever.
DECEMBER31THURSDAYThe rain changed to snow in the nightand everything is white again this A.M.The walking is treacherous and thedriving promises to be worse so Idecided to go to Montpelier by bus, whichI did at 11:30. Got to M. at 1:00 whereMiss Randolph met me and we hadlunch together at the Tavern afterwardadjourning to the Free Public Libraryto plan about what to do with theMusic Library which I was distressedto find had been sent over to the cellarof the Howland House. I had a talk withGovernor Wills at 3:00. He had apparentlyforgotten all about his promise to mein August to do all he could to get a billthro' providing for the Library. Mrs. R. says he isquite apt to do that - but I did persuade himto move the music & records upstairs whereit will be safe. I called at Alice's office andhad a good visit with her. Inez is illwith grip, so I could not go there for the night.Came back on the 5:00 o clock bus withPersis Holden. Very, very weary and cold.
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